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Welcome to our Staff Picks newsletter where we will share with you what we are reading, listening to or
watching.

Ryders Ridge

The Mystery Woman

Author: Charlotte Nash
Format: Book

Author: Belinda Alexander
Format: eBook, eAudiobook, Book

Shaken after a tragic incident in the city hospital
where she worked, Daniella figures that the
small north-west Queensland cattle town of
Ryders Ridge is just the place to hide. Caring
and dedicated, she quickly wins the trust of her
patients, and the attention of handsome station
heir, Mark Walker. As their relationship grows,
Daniella begins to think she could make a new
life for herself in Ryders. But country towns have
their own problems. Under the big outback sky,
Daniella discovers that the local rumour mill can
threaten both friendships and careers, and that like
the city, Ryders Ridge also has secrets. Mark, too,
is a complication - as good as they are together,
how can a doctor maintain a practice and live on
a cattle station? Just as Daniella considers running
away for a second time, a terrible accident forces
her to face the secret she left behind in Brisbane,
and risk losing Mark forever.

In a small town, everyone is watching ... Secrets,
scandal and betrayal in 1950s small town
Australia: the stunning new novel from bestseller
Belinda Alexandra She had thought Shipwreck
Bay was simply a remote town where people
were bored senseless with their little lives. Now
she saw its virtuous facade hid something darker,
more sinister.Rebecca Wood is ready for a quiet
life as the new postmistress of a sleepy seaside
town. Fleeing a scandal and haunted by her past,
Rebecca is now determined to make different
choices.Soon she is being courted by the dashing
local doctor and a bright future beckons. But in
such a small community, there is nowhere to hide
from prying eyes. And before long she is caught
up in the dangerous mysteries that hide behind
Shipwreck Bay’s respectable net curtains.

Confessions on the 7:45
Author: Lisa Unger
Format: eBook, Book
Selena Murphy is commuting home from her job
in the city when the train stalls out on the tracks.
She strikes up a conversation with a beautiful
stranger in the next seat, and their connection is
fast and easy. The woman introduces herself as
Martha and confesses that she’s been stuck in an
affair with her boss. Selena, in turn, confesses that
she suspects her husband is sleeping with the
nanny. When the train arrives at Selena’s station,
the two women part ways, presumably never
to meet again. But days later, Selena’s nanny
disappears. Soon Selena finds her once-perfect
life upended. As she is pulled into the mystery
of the missing nanny, and as the fractures in her
marriage grow deeper, Selena begins to wonder,
who was Martha really? But she is hardly prepared
for what she’ll discover.

The Friendship List
Author: Susan Mallery
Format: eBook, Book
Best friends Unity and Ellen are in serious ruts.
High school teacher Ellen, whose son’s dream
of going out of state for college is arousing
financial anxiety, hasn’t dated since she became
pregnant on the night of her junior prom. Unity, a
successful handyman, is grieving after her soldier
husband was killed three years ago. Each woman
goads the other to venture out of her restrictive
comfort zone, daring the other to take on a list
of challenges, ranging from singing karaoke to
wearing sexy clothes, skydiving, getting a tattoo,
and having sex. Summer brings big changes. Ellen
accompanies her son, a dozen other high school
athletes, and her good friend Coach Keith on a bus
tour of Pacific coast universities. Unity, who works
at a senior living community, is speechless when a
septuagenarian friend tries to set her up with her
great-nephew, but then she thinks about her bet
with Ellen.
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The Pull of the Stars
Author: Emma Donoghue
Format: eBook, eAuddiobook, Book, Compact
Disc
A novel set in 1918 Dublin offers a three-day look
at a maternity ward during the height of the Great
Flu pandemic. In an Ireland doubly ravaged by
war and disease, Nurse Julia Power works at an
understaffed hospital in the city center, where
expectant mothers who have fallen sick are
quarantined into a separate ward to keep the
plague at bay. Into Julia’s regimented world step
two outsiders, a woman doctor who is a rumored
Rebel, and a teenage girl, Bridie, procured by
the nuns from their orphanage as an extra set of
hands. At first, this Bridie seems unschooled in life,
she makes up a bed with only the rubber mat and
savors the weak tea and barely edible porridge
from the hospital kitchen. But in the intensity of
this ward, over three brutal days, Julia and the
women come together in unexpected ways.

Café by the Bridge
Author: Lily Malone
Format: Book
Child psychologist Taylor Woods needs a man.
Flashy restaurateur Abel Honeychurch to be
specific. Abe can help her get justice for her
brother, Will. Taylor knows Abe, too, was scammed
by the same woman who broke her brother’s heart
and stole everything in his pockets. But bringing a
lying, cheating scammer to justice isn’t easy when
all Abe wants to do is forget the whole sorry saga.
He’s returned to his home town of Chalk Hill to lick
his wounds and repay his debts, renovating his
nanna’s house and opening the Chalk ‘n’ Cheese
cafe. He’s miserable. And it would be easier to stay
miserable if everyone else around him wasn’t so
darn cheerful. It’s wildflower season in Chalk Hill
with a cafe full of upbeat bushwalkers, and it’s all
Abe can do to remember to put sugar, not salt,
in his customers’ cappuccinos. He definitely has
no time for the mysterious red - headed guest
who admires his cheesecake and adores his flat
white. Taylor’s mission to help her brother seems
doomed - how will she gain the trust of a man
whose every instinct tells him never to trust a
woman again?

The Radleys
Author: Matt Haig
Format: Compact Disc
Meet the Radleys: Peter, Helen and their teenage
childen, Clara and Rowan, who live in a typical
suburban English town. They are an everyday
family, averagely dysfunctional, averagely content.
But as their children have yet to find out, the
Radleys have a devastating secret. In this moving,
thrilling and extraordinary portrait of one unusual
family, The Radleys asks what we grow into when
we grow up, and explores what we gain - and lose
- when we deny our appetites - container.

Consolation
Author: Garry Disher
Format: eBook, Book
Winter in Tiverton. Constable Paul Hirschhausen
has a snowdropper on his patch. Someone
is stealing women’s underwear, and Hirsch
knows enough about that kind of crime - how
it can escalate - not to take it lightly. But the
more immediate concerns are a call from the
high school, a teacher worried about a student
who may be in danger at home. Another call,
a different school - a man enraged about the
principal’s treatment of his daughter. A little girl
in harm’s way and an elderly woman in danger.
An absent father who isn’t where he’s supposed
to be; another who flees to the back country
armed with a rifle. Families under pressure. And
the cold, seeping feeling that something is very,
very wrong.

Say No More
Author: Karen Rose
Format: Book
Seventeen years ago. That was the last time Mercy
Callahan saw Ephraim Burton, the leader of the
twisted Eden cult where she was raised. But even
though she escaped the abuse and terror, they
continue to haunt her. When her brother Gideon
discovers new evidence of the cult’s--and their
victims’--whereabouts, Mercy goes to Sacramento
to reconnect with him. There, she meets Gideon’s
closest friend--homicide detective Rafe Sokolov.
From Rafe, she receives an offer she never knew
she needed: to track down Ephraim and make
him pay for everything. But Ephraim, who had
thought Mercy long dead, discovers she is in
fact alive and that she is digging around for the
cult’s secrets. And now he’ll do anything to take
her back to Eden--dead or alive.really? But she is
hardly prepared for what she’ll discover.

