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The Coffin Confessor
Author: Bill Edgar
Format: Book
Imagine you are dying with a secret. Something you’ve never had the courage
to tell your friends and family. Or a last wish -- a task you need carried out before
you can rest in peace. Now imagine there’s a man who can take care of all that,
who has no respect for the living, who will do anything for the dead. Bill Edgar
is the Coffin Confessor -- a one-of-a-kind professional, a man on a mission to
make good on these last requests on behalf of his soon-to-be-deceased clients.
And this is the extraordinary story of how he became that man. Bill has been
many things in this life: son of one of Australia’s most notorious gangsters,
homeless street-kid, maximum-security prisoner, hard man, family man, car
thief, professional punching bag, philosopher, inventor, private investigator,
victim of horrific childhood sexual abuse and an activist fighting to bring down
the institutions that let it happen. A survivor. As a little boy, he learned the hard
way that society is full of people who fall through the cracks -- who die without
their stories being told. Now his life’s work is to make sure his clients’ voices are
heard, and their last wishes delivered: the small-town grandfather who needs his
tastefully decorated sex dungeon destroyed before the kids find it. The woman
who endured an abusive marriage for decades before finding freedom. The
outlaw biker who is afraid of nothing ... except telling the world he is in love
with another man. The dad who desperately needs to track down his estranged
daughter so he can find a way to say he’s sorry, with one final gift. Confronting
and confounding, heartwarming and heartbreaking, The Coffin Confessor is
a compelling story of survival and redemption, of a life lived on the fringes of
society, on both sides of the law -- and what that can teach you about living your
best life ... and death.

Reading the Seasons
Author: Germaine Leece
Format: eBook
Reading the Seasons charts the evolution of a friendship through candid letters
between bibliotherapists Germaine Leece and Sonya Tsakalakis. With references
ranging from Stephen King to Javier Marias, Helen Garner to Maggie O’Farrell,
Germaine and Sonya reflect upon loss, change, parenting, careers, simple
pleasures, travel, successes, fears and uncertainty. Reading the Seasons not only
offers a broad reading list but affirms the power of books to comfort, console,
heal and hold us together as friends and as individuals.
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One Italian Summer
Author: Pip Williams
Format: eAudiobook
Pip and Shannon dreamed of living the good life. They wanted to slow down,
grow their own food and spend more time with the people they love. But jobs
and responsibilities got in the way – their chooks died, their fruit rotted and
Pip ended up depressed and in therapy. So they did the only reasonable thing
– they quit their jobs, pulled the children out of school and went searching for
la dolce vita in Italy. Pip sleeps in a woodshed, feasts under a Tuscan sun, works
like a tractor in Calabria and, eventually, finds her dream – though it’s not at all
the one she expected.

The Mother Wound
Author: Amani Haydar
Format: eBook, Book
‘I am from a family of strong women.’ Amani Haydar suffered the unimaginable
when she lost her mother in a brutal act of domestic violence perpetrated
by her father. Five months pregnant at the time, her own perception of how
she wanted to mother (and how she had been mothered) was shaped by
this devastating murder. After her mother’s death, Amani began reassessing
everything she knew of her parents’ relationship. They had been unhappy
for so long, should she have known that it would end like this? A lawyer by
profession, she also saw the holes in the justice system for addressing and
combating emotional abuse and coercive control. Amani also had to reckon
with the weight of familial and cultural context. Her parents were brought
together in an arranged marriage, her mother thirteen years her father’s junior.
Her grandmother was brutally killed in the 2006 war in Lebanon, adding
complex layers of intergenerational trauma. Amani has drawn from this a story
of female resilience and the role of motherhood in the home and in the world.
In The Mother Wound, she uses her own strength to help other survivors find
their voices.
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Flash Jim
Author: Kel Richards
Format: eBook
If you wear ‘togs’, tell a ‘yarn’, call someone ‘sly’, or refuse to ‘snitch’ on a friend
then you are talking like a convict. These words, and hundreds of others, once
left colonial magistrates baffled and police confused. So comprehensible
to us today, the flash language of criminals and convicts had marine officer
Watkin Tench complaining about the need for an interpreter in the colonial
court. Luckily, by 1811, that man was at hand. James Hardy Vaux - conman,
pickpocket, absconder and thief, born into comfortable circumstances in
England - was so drawn to a life of crime he was transported to Australia ... not
once, but three times! Vaux’s talents, glibness and audacity were extraordinary,
and perceiving an opportunity to ingratiate himself with authorities during his
second sentence, he set about writing a dictionary of the criminal slang of the
colony, which was recognised for its uniqueness and taken back to England to
be published. Kel Richards tells Vaux’s story brilliantly, with the help of Vaux’s
own extraordinarily candid memoir of misdeeds - one of the first true-crime
memoirs ever published. Kel’s book combines two of his favourite subjects:
the inventiveness, humour and origins of Australian English, and our history of
fabulous, disreputable characters. With echoes of The Surgeon of Crowthorne
as well as Oliver Twist, Flash Jim is a ripping read - especially for those who
appreciate the power of words and the convict contribution to our idiom.

Larrimah
Author: Caroline Graham
Format: eBook
Larrimah: hot, barren, a speck of dust in the centre of the nothingness of
outback Australia. Where you might find a death adder in the bar and a
spider or ten in the toaster. Maybe it’s stupid to write a love letter to a town
that looks like this, especially when it’s someone else’s town. A town where
there’s nothing to see, nothing to buy and the closest thing to an attraction
is a weird Pink Panther in a gyrocopter whose head falls off intermittently.
A town steeped in ancient superstition and pockmarked with sinkholes. It’s
Kadaitja country. People go missing in the bush there, the Traditional Owners
say. It’s doubly stupid to write a love letter to a town where someone did go
missing and one of the remaining residents might be a murderer. A town at
the centre of one of the biggest mysteries outback Australia has ever seen - a
weird, swirling whodunnit about camel pies and wild donkeys and drug deals
and crocodiles, a case that’s had police scratching their heads for years, while
journalists and filmmakers and Hollywood turn up, from time to time, to ask
what the hell happened here. And it makes no sense to fall for a place when
the town is crumbling into the dust and it looks a lot like your love letter might
end up being a eulogy. But whatever happened in Larrimah, it’s strange and
precious and surprisingly funny. Journalists Kylie Stevenson and Caroline
Graham have spent years trying to pin it down - what happened to Paddy
Moriarty and his dog, how they disappeared, how they might take the whole
town and something even bigger with them.
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