Popular Titles 2021
Popular titles read in 2021 in physical and electronic format

A Promised Land
Author: Barack Obama
Format: eBook, Book
Barack Obama tells the story of his improbable odyssey from young man
searching for his identity to leader of the free world, describing in strikingly
personal detail both his political education and the landmark moments of
the first term of his historic presidency-a time of dramatic transformation and
turmoil.Obama takes readers on a compelling journey from his earliest political
aspirations to the pivotal Iowa caucus victory that demonstrated the power of
grassroots activism to the watershed night of November 4, 2008, when he was
elected 44th president of the United States, becoming the first African American
to hold the nation’s highest office.Reflecting on the presidency, he offers a
unique and thoughtful exploration of both the awesome reach and the limits of
presidential power, as well as singular insights into the dynamics of U.S. partisan
politics and international diplomacy. Obama brings readers inside the Oval Office
and the White House Situation Room, and to Moscow, Cairo, Beijing, and points
beyond. We are privy to his thoughts as he assembles his cabinet, wrestles with a
global financial crisis, takes the measure of Vladimir Putin, overcomes seemingly
insurmountable odds to secure passage of the Affordable Care Act, clashes with
generals about U.S. strategy in Afghanistan, tackles Wall Street reform, responds
to the devastating Deepwater Horizon blowout, and authorizes Operation
Neptune’s Spear, which leads to the death of Osama bin Laden..
Vanessa McCausland’s enthralling new novel is about betrayal and forgiveness,
the stories we tell, and the healing power of words.

All Our Shimmering Skies
Author: Trent Dalton
Format: eBook, eAudiobook, Book
Darwin, 1942, and as Japanese bombs rain overhead, motherless Molly Hook,
the gravedigger’s daughter, turns once again to the sky for guidance. She carries
a stone heart inside a duffel bag next to the map that leads to Longcoat Bob, the
deep country sorcerer who put a curse on her family. By her side are the most
unlikely travelling companions: a razor-tongued actress named Greta and a fallen
Japanese fighter pilot named Yukio. ‘Run, Molly, run,’ says the daytime sky. Run to
the vine forests. Run to northern Australia’s wild and magical monsoon lands. Run
to friendship. Run to love. Run. Because the graverobber’s coming, Molly, and the
night-time sky is coming with him. So run, Molly, run. All Our Shimmering Skies
is a story about gifts that fall from the sky, curses we dig from the earth and the
secrets we bury inside ourselves. It is an odyssey of true love and grave danger;
of the darkness and the light; of bones and blue skies. A buoyant, beautiful and
magical novel abrim with warmth, wit and wonder, a love letter to Australia and
the art of looking up.
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Becoming
Author: Michelle Obama
Format: eBook, eAudiobook, Book
An intimate, powerful, and inspiring memoir by the former First Lady of the
United States In a life filled with meaning and accomplishment, Michelle
Obama has emerged as one of the most iconic and compelling women of our
era. As First Lady of the United States of America-the first African-American
to serve in that role-she helped create the most welcoming and inclusive
White House in history, while also establishing herself as a powerful advocate
for women and girls in the U.S. and around the world, dramatically changing
the ways that families pursue healthier and more active lives, and standing
with her husband as he led America through some of its most harrowing
moments. Along the way, she showed us a few dance moves, crushed Carpool
Karaoke, and raised two down-to-earth daughters under an unforgiving media
glare. In her memoir, a work of deep reflection and mesmerizing storytelling,
Michelle Obama invites readers into her world, chronicling the experiences
that have shaped her-from her childhood on the South Side of Chicago to
her years as an executive balancing the demands of motherhood and work,
to her time spent at the world’s most famous address. With unerring honesty
and lively wit, she describes her triumphs and her disappointments, both
public and private, telling her full story as she has lived it-in her own words
and on her own terms. Warm, wise, and revelatory, Becoming is the deeply
personal reckoning of a woman of soul and substance who has steadily defied
expectations-and whose story inspires us to do the same.

Boy Swallows Universe
Author: Trent Dalton
Format: eBook, eAudiobook, Compact Disc
Brisbane, 1983: A lost father, a mute brother, a mum in jail, a heroin dealer
for a stepfather and a notorious crim for a babysitter. It’s not as if Eli’s life isn’t
complicated enough already. He’s just trying to follow his heart, learning what
it takes to be a good man, but life just keeps throwing obstacles in the way not least of which is Tytus Broz, legendary Brisbane drug dealer. But Eli’s life is
about to get a whole lot more serious. He’s about to fall in love. And, oh yeah,
he has to break into Boggo Road Gaol on Christmas Day, to save his mum.

Ellie’s Dragon
Author: Bob Graham
Format: Picture Book
No friendship is imaginary. When Ellie is very little, she finds a newborn dragon
fresh from the egg on a supermarket shelf, and calls him Scratch. He is quite
the sweetest thing she has ever seen! From that day on, Ellie and Scratch do
everything together. Ellie’s mum and her teacher can’t see her fiery friend, but
all her friends can - and, over the years, Ellie’s dragon grows to be big, housetrained, and very affectionate. And Ellie is growing, too.
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Greenlights
Author: Matthew McConaughey
Format: Book
I’ve been in this life for fifty years, been trying to work out its riddle for forty-two,
and been keeping diaries of clues to that riddle for the last thirty-five. Notes about
successes and failures, joys and sorrows, things that made me marvel, and things
that made me laugh out loud. How to be fair. How to have less stress. How to have
fun. How to hurt people less. How to get hurt less. How to be a good man. How
to have meaning in life. How to be more me. Recently, I worked up the courage
to sit down with those diaries. I found stories I experienced, lessons I learned and
forgot, poems, prayers, prescriptions, beliefs about what matters, some great
photographs, and a whole bunch of bumper stickers. I found a reliable theme,
an approach to living that gave me more satisfaction, at the time, and still: If you
know how, and when, to deal with life’s challenges—how to get relative with
the inevitable—you can enjoy a state of success I call “catching greenlights.” So
I took a one-way ticket to the desert and wrote this book: an album, a record, a
story of my life so far. This is fifty years of my sights and seens, felts and figuredouts, cools and shamefuls. Graces, truths, and beauties of brutality. Getting away
withs, getting caughts, and getting wets while trying to dance between the
raindrops. Hopefully, it’s medicine that tastes good, a couple of aspirin instead
of the infirmary, a spaceship to Mars without needing your pilot’s license, going
to church without having to be born again, and laughing through the tears. It’s a
love letter. To life. It’s also a guide to catching more greenlights—and to realizing
that the yellows and reds eventually turn green too. Good luck.

Into the Wild
Author: Anh Do
Format: Book
When disaster separates Gwen from her family, she must fend for herself, all
alone in the wilderness. Luckily, she’s not alone for long. When a wolf puppy,
a Labrador, a Chihuahua, and a greyhound want to make friends, Gwen
discovers talents she didn’t know she possessed. It will take all her new skills
and strength just to survive. Does Gwen have what it takes to be leader of the
pack?

Midnight Sun
Author: Stephenie Meyer
Format: Book
The story of Bella and Edward from “Twilight” told from Edward’s point of
view takes on a new and decidedly dark twist. Meeting Bella is both the most
unnerving and intriguing event he has experienced in all his years as a vampire.
As we learn more fascinating details about Edward’s past and the complexity of
his inner thoughts, we understand why this is the defining struggle of his life.
How can he justify following his heart if it means leading Bella into danger?

Wimmera Regional Library Corporation, 28 McLachlan Street, Horsham - Ph: 03 5382 1777 - Web: www.wrlc.org.au

Ninja Clones
Author: Anh Do
Format: Book
Nelson and Kenny have been CLONED! Robot Nelson and Robot Kenny are faster,
smarter and better dancers! But when the clones spin out of control at school
camp, can the REAL Nelson and Kenny SAVE THE DAY?

Ninja Toys
Author: Anh Do
Format: Book
Grandma has invented the COOLEST thing ever - a GLOVE that can bring toys to
life! But when the glove is stolen, Nelson and Kenny have to find a way to get it
back... before a CRAZY TOY ARMY takes over the WHOLE TOWN!

No! Never!
Author: Libby Hathorn and Lisa Hathorn-Jarman
Format: Picture Book
“There was a child, The sweetest ever, Until she learned these words: ‘No!
Never!’” Georgie is a sweet little girl who always makes her parents happy...
until she discovers one powerful phrase: No! Never! It suddenly becomes her
answer to every request, from tidying up her toys to going to bed. But her
parents turn the tables, and tell her, “No, never” back!

One of Us is Lying
Author: Karen M McManus
Format: Large Print
Pay close attention and you might solve this. On Monday afternoon, five
students at Bayview High walk into detention. Bronwyn, the brain, is Yalebound and never breaks a rule. Addy, the beauty, is the picture-perfect
homecoming princess. Nate, the criminal, is already on probation for dealing.
Cooper, the athlete, is the all-star baseball pitcher. And Simon, the outcast,
is the creator of Bayview High’s notorious gossip app. Only, Simon never
makes it out of that classroom. Before the end of detention Simon’s dead. And
according to investigators, his death wasn’t an accident. On Monday, he died.
But on Tuesday, he’d planned to post juicy reveals about all four of his highprofile classmates, which makes all four of them suspects in his murder. Or
are they the perfect patsies for a killer who’s still on the loose? Everyone has
secrets, right? What really matters is how far you would go to protect them.
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Other Women
Author: Cathy Kelly
Format: Book
Three women. Three secrets. Three tangled lives... Sid wears her independence
like armour. So when she strikes up a rare connection with unlucky-in-love Finn,
they are both determined to prove that men and women can just be friends.
Can’t they? Marin has the perfect home, attentive husband, two beloved
children - and a secret addiction to designer clothes. She knows she has it all,
so why can’t she stop comparing herself to other women? Bea believes that we
all have one love story - and she’s had hers. Now her life centres around her son
and support group of fierce single mums - the women she shares everything
with. Well, apart from the one secret she can’t tell anyone... In the messy reality
of marriage, family and romance, sometimes it’s the women in our lives who
hold us together.

Phosphorescence
Author: Julia Baird
Format: eBook, eAudiobook
A beautiful, intimate and inspiring investigation into how we can find and
nurture within ourselves that essential quality of internal happiness - the
‘light within’ that Julia Baird calls ‘phosphorescence’ - which will sustain us
even through the darkest times. Over the last decade, we have become better
at knowing what brings us contentment, well-being and joy. We know, for
example, that there are a few core truths to science of happiness. We know
that being kind and altruistic makes us happy, that turning off devices, talking
to people, forging relationships, living with meaning and delving into the
concerns of others offer our best chance at achieving happiness. But how
do we retain happiness? It often slips out of our hands as quickly as we find
it. So, when we are exposed to, or learn, good things, how do we continue
to burn with them? And more than that, when our world goes dark, when
we’re overwhelmed by illness or heartbreak, loss or pain, how do we survive,
stay alive or even bloom? In the muck and grit of a daily existence full of
disappointments and a disturbing lack of control over many of the things that
matter most - finite relationships, fragile health, fraying economies, a planet in
peril - how do we find, nurture and carry our own inner, living light - a light to
ward off the darkness?
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Sooley
Author: John Grisham
Format: Book
Seventeen-year-old Samuel Sooleyman comes from a village in South
Sudan, a war-torn country where one third of the population is a refugee.
His great love is basketball: his prodigious leap and lightning speed make
him an exceptional player. And it may also bring him his big chance: he has
been noticed by a coach taking a youth team to the United States. If he gets
through the tournament, Samuel’s life will change beyond recognition. But
it’s the longest of long shots. His talent is raw and uncoached. There are
hundreds of better-known players ahead of him. And he must leave his family
behind, at least at the beginning. As American success beckons, devastating
news reaches Samuel from home. Caught between his dream and the
nightmare unfolding thousands of miles away, ‘Sooley’, as he’s nicknamed by
his classmates, must make hard choices about his future. This quiet, dedicated
boy must do what no other player has achieved in the history of his chosen
game: become a legend in twelve short months.

Such a Fun Age
Author: Kiley Reid
Format: eBook
‘A new literary star’ The Times The instant Sunday Times and New York
Times bestseller Longlisted for the 2020 Booker Prize A Times , Guardian ,
Sunday Times , Telegraph, Mail on Sunday , Red, Good Housekeeping and
Cosmopolitan Book of the Year When Emira is apprehended at a supermarket
for ‘kidnapping’ the white child she’s actually babysitting, it sets off an
explosive chain of events. Her employer Alix, a feminist blogger with the
best of intentions, resolves to make things right.But Emira herself is aimless,
broke and wary of Alix’s desire to help. When a surprising connection emerges
between the two women, it sends them on a crash course that will upend
everything they think they know - about themselves, each other, and the
messy dynamics of privilege.

The Ballad of Songbirds and Snakes
Author: Suzanne Collins
Format: eBook, eAudiobook, Book
The Ballad of Songbirds and Snakes will revisit the world of Panem sixty-four
years before the events of The Hunger Games, starting on the morning of the
reaping of the Tenth Hunger Games. On returning to the world of The Hunger
Games, Suzanne Collins said, “With this book, I wanted to explore the state
of nature, who we are, and what we perceive is required for our survival. The
reconstruction period ten years after the war, commonly referred to as the Dark
Days-as the country of Panem struggles back to its feet-provides fertile ground
for characters to grapple with these questions and thereby define their views of
humanity.”
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The Dictionary of Lost Words
Author: Pip Williams
Format: eBook, eAudiobook
In 1901, the word bondmaid was discovered missing from the Oxford English
Dictionary. This is the story of the girl who stole it.Motherless and irrepressibly
curious, Esme spends her childhood in the Scriptorium, a garden shed in Oxford
where her father and a team of lexicographers are gathering words for the very
first Oxford English Dictionary.Esme’s place is beneath the sorting table, unseen
and unheard. One day, she sees a slip containing the word bondmaid flutter to
the floor unclaimed. Esme seizes the word and hides it in an old wooden trunk
that belongs to her friend, Lizzie, a young servant in the big house. Esme begins
to collect other words from the Scriptorium that are misplaced, discarded or have
been neglected by the dictionary men. They help her make sense of the world.
Over time, Esme realises that some words are considered more important than
others, and that words and meanings relating to women’s experiences often go
unrecorded. She begins to collect words for another dictionary: The Dictionary of
Lost Words.Set when the women’s suffrage movement was at its height and the
Great War loomed, The Dictionary of Lost Words reveals a lost narrative, hidden
between the lines of a history written by men. It’s a delightful, lyrical and deeply
thought-provoking celebration of words, and the power of language to shape
our experience of the world.

The Dry
Author: Jane Harper
Format: Book, Large Print, Compact Disc
Federal Agent Aaron Falk hasn’t been back to the place where he grew up in
twenty years. Not since he and his father were run out of town. Even when Falk
gets word that his childhood best friend, Luke, is dead, his entire family murdered,
Falk still isn’t planning on going back. But then he gets a note: “Luke lied. You lied.
Be at the funeral.” And just like that, Falk is swept back into the secrets of the place
and people he left so long ago. Amid the worst drought in a century, long-buried
mysteries will resurface. And Falk will discover anew what he’s known all along,
sometimes you have to go back home in order to finally leave your past behind.
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The Dutch House
Author: Ann Patchett
Format: eBook
An unforgettably powerful new novel of the indelible bond between two
siblings, the house of their childhood, and a past that will not let them go – from
the Number One New York Times bestselling author of Commonwealth and Bel
Canto. “‘Do you think it’s possible to ever see the past as it actually was?’ I asked
my sister. We were sitting in her car, parked in front of the Dutch House in the
broad daylight of early summer.” Danny Conroy grows up in the Dutch House, a
lavish mansion. Though his father is distant and his mother is absent, Danny has
his beloved sister Maeve: Maeve, with her wall of black hair, her wit, her brilliance.
Life is coherent, played out under the watchful eyes of the house’s former owners
in the frames of their oil paintings. Then one day their father brings Andrea home.
Though they cannot know it, her arrival to the Dutch House sows the seed of the
defining loss of Danny and Maeve’s lives. The siblings are drawn back time and
again to the place they can never enter, knocking in vain on the locked door
of the past. For behind the mystery of their own exile is that of their mother’s:
an absence more powerful than any presence they have known. Told with Ann
Patchett’s inimitable blend of humour, rage and heartbreak, The Dutch House is
a dark fairy tale and story of a paradise lost; of the powerful bonds of place and
time that magnetize and repel us for our whole lives.

The Great Escape
Author: Anh Do
Format: eBook, Book
At first, Gwen is overjoyed to see another human after four years alone in the
wild. But all that changes when she is thrown into the back of a van and stolen
away to a prison camp. The situation looks dire - how will her pack find her?
Where is her human family? Are the other kids in the camp friends or enemies?
But Eagle is fast, the dogs are brave, and bars and fences are no match for the
one and only Wolf Girl!

The Happiest Man on Earth
Author: Eddie Jaku
Format: eBook, eAudiobook, Book, Compact Disc
A powerful, heartbreaking and ultimately hopeful memoir of how happiness can
be found even in the darkest of times. Life can be beautiful if you make it beautiful.
It is up to you.Eddie Jaku always considered himself a German first, a Jew second.
He was proud of his country. But all of that changed on 9 November 1938, when
he was beaten, arrested and taken to a concentration camp. Over the next seven
years, Eddie faced unimaginable horrors every day, first in Buchenwald, then in
Auschwitz, then on the Nazi death march. He lost family, friends, his country.
Because he survived, Eddie made the vow to smile every day. He pays tribute to
those who were lost by telling his story, sharing his wisdom and living his best
possible life. He now believes he is the ‘happiest man on earth’.
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The Left-Handed Booksellers of London
Author: Garth Nix
Format: eBook, eAudiobook, Book, Compact Disc
Eighteen-year-old art student Susan Arkshaw arrives in London in search
of her father. But before she can question crime boss Frank Thringley he’s
turned to dust by the prick of a silver hatpin in the hands of the outrageously
attractive Merlin. Merlin is one of the youngest members of a secret society of
booksellers with magical powers who police the mythic Old World wherever
it impinges on the New World - in addition to running several bookshops, of
course! Merlin also has a quest of his own: to find the Old World entity who
arranged the murder of his mother. Their investigations attract attention from
enemies of the Old and New Worlds. Soon they become involved in an even
more urgent task to recover the grail that is the source of the left-handed
booksellers’ power, before it is used to destroy the booksellers and rouse
the hordes of the mythic past. As the search for the grail becomes strangely
intertwined with both their quests, they start to wonder... Is Susan’s long-lost
father a bookseller, or something altogether more mysterious?

The Ripping Tree
Author: Nikki Gemmell
Format: Book
An illustrious family. A beautiful home. A shipwrecked young woman left on
its door step. Don’t think they’re going to save her... Early 1800s. Thomasina
Trelora, a wild, free-spirited young woman, is on her way to Australia. Her fate:
to be married to a widowed clergyman she’s never met. But as she approaches
the Australian coast a storm wrecks her ship and leaves her lying on the rocks alone, battered and near death. She’s saved by an Aboriginal man who carries
her to the door of a grand European house, Willowbrae, and leaves her at the
doorstep. In this world of colonial decorum, Tom is suddenly free to be whoever
she wants and a whole new life opens up to her. But as she’s drawn deeper into
the intriguing world of Willowbrae she discovers that things aren’t, actually,
quite as they seem - and that she may have exchanged one kind of prison for
another. This is an intense, sharp shiver of a novel, a gripping tale of survival
and a powerful story of landscape, liberty and identity which examines the
darkness at the heart of early colonisation.

The Survivors
Author: Jane Harper
Format: eBook, eAudiobook, Book, Large Print, Compact Disc
Kieran Elliott’s life changed forever on the day a reckless mistake led to devastating
consequences. The guilt that still haunts him resurfaces during a visit with his
young family to the small coastal town he once called home. Kieran’s parents
are struggling in a community which is bound, for better or worse, to the sea,
that is both a lifeline and a threat. Between them all is his absent brother, Finn.
When a body is discovered on the beach, long-held secrets threaten to emerge.
A sunken wreck, a missing girl, and questions that have never washed away...
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The Traitor
Author: Anh Do
Format: eBook, Book
Wolf Girl and her trusty dogs are back for another hackle-raising adventure.
On the run from sinister forces, Gwen rushes head-long into danger. With giant
snakes, komodo dragons and a whole new wolf pack to contend with, Wolf Girl
will need all her cunning and all her friends.

The Travel Bug
Author: Benjamin Gilmour
Format: Picture Book
“In the land of long grasses, where small insects crawl, lived a strange little bug,
with no name at all. He packed his blue suitcase, bought a round-the-world
ticket, and flew off to find answers on the back of cricket.”--Back cover.

Whitney and Britney, Chicken Divas
Author: Lucinda Gifford
Format: Picture Book
Whitney and Britney are two gorgeous chooks, Fluffy and silky with stunning
good looks. Dora is perplexed about where her chooks go each night. Little
does she know, they are Whitney and Britney, Chicken Divas!

You Need To Know
Author: Nicola Moriarty
Format: eBook, eAudiobook, Compact Disc
Secrets we keep, lies we tell and truth that won’t stay hidden ... Jill, her three sons,
their wives and children are driving in convoy on Christmas Eve. But something
sinister is simmering behind their happy smiles. Mimi is struggling with her
new twins, but at least a glass of wine smooths out life’s jagged edges. Andrea’s
starting to wonder if her marriage is as happy as she’d thought. Darren is reeling
from a surprise request and teenager Callie has become increasingly withdrawn.
On the way to their holiday house, a terrifying car accident devastates them all.
But someone unexpected was in one of the cars. No one is searching for them.
And their time is running out. You Need to Know is a dark domestic drama about
family secrets and lies, fractured relationships, tragic mistakes and the ultimate
betrayal.
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