Staff Picks
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Welcome to our Staff Picks newsletter where we will share with you what we are reading, listening to or
watching.

The Black Dress

2 Sisters Detective Agency

Author: Deborah Moggach
Format: eAudiobook, Book

Author: James Patterson
Format: eBook, eAudiobook, Book

Pru’s husband has walked out, leaving her alone
to contemplate her future. She’s missing not so
much him, but the life they once had - picnicking
on the beach with small children, laughing
together, nestling up like spoons in the cutlery
drawer as they sleep. Now there’s just a dip on
one side of the bed and no-one to fill it. In a daze,
Pru goes off to a friend’s funeral. Usual old hymns,
words of praise and a eulogy but...it doesn’t sound
like the friend Pru knew. And it isn’t. She’s gone to
the wrong service. Everyone was very welcoming,
it was - oddly - a laugh, and more excitement than
she’s had for ages. So she buys a little black dress
in a charity shop and thinks, now I’m all set, why
not go to another? I mean, people don’t want to
make a scene at a funeral, do they? No-one will
challenge her - and what harm can it do?

Attorney Rhonda Bird returns home after a long
estrangement when she learns her father has
died. There she makes two important discoveries:
her father stopped being an accountant and had
opened up a private detective agency, and she
has a teenage half sister named Baby. Baby brings
in a client to the detective agency, a young man
who claims he was abducted. During the course
of the investigation, Rhonda and Baby become
entangled in a dangerous case involving a group
of overprivileged young adults who break laws
for fun, their psychopath ringleader, and an exassassin victim who decides to hunt them down
for revenge.

The Housemate
Author: Sarah Bailey
Format: eBook, Book
Dubbed the Housemate Homicide, it’s a mystery
that has baffled Australians for almost a decade.
Melbourne-based journalist Olive Groves worked
on the story as a junior reporter and became
obsessed by the case. Now, nine years later,
the missing housemate turns up dead on a
remote property. Olive is once again assigned
to the story, this time reluctantly paired with
precocious millennial podcaster Cooper Ng. As
Oli and Cooper unearth new facts about the three
housemates, a dark web of secrets is uncovered.
The revelations catapult Oli back to the death of
the first housemate, forcing her to confront past
traumas and insecurities that have risen to the
surface again. What really happened between the
three housemates that night? Will Oli’s relentless
search for the murderer put her new family in
danger? And could her suspicion that the truth
lies closer to home threaten her happiness and
even her sanity?

A Slow Fire Burning
Author: Paula Hawkins
Format: eBook, eAudiobook, Book
When a young man is found gruesomely murdered
in a London houseboat, it triggers questions about
three women who knew him. Laura has spent
most of her life being judged. She’s seen as hottempered, troubled, a loner. Miriam knows that
just because Laura is witnessed leaving the scene
of a horrific murder with blood on her clothes, that
doesn’t mean she’s a killer. Carla is reeling from the
brutal murder of her nephew. She trusts no one:
good people are capable of terrible deeds. But
how far will she go to find peace? When it comes
to revenge, even good people might be capable
of terrible deeds.

Wimmera Regional Library Corporation * 28 McLachlan Street, Horsham * Ph: 03 5382 1777 * Web: www.wrlc.org.au

The Last Protector

The Dovekeepers

Author: Simon Gervais
Format: Compact Disc

Author: Alice Hoffman
Format: Book

Former air force combat rescue officer Special
Agent Clayton White now works for the Secret
Service performing routine escort missions for
politicians. These missions may not be quite as
exciting as his time in the military, but Clayton’s
okay with that. It gives him more time to see his
girlfriend, Veronica Hammond, an archaeologist
who also happens to be the vice president elect’s
daughter. But Clayton’s seemingly manageable
new routine takes a startling turn when South
African mercenaries target Veronica at an awards
gala celebrating her work. This attempt on
Veronica’s life leads Clayton to enter a complicated
web of lies, betrayal and dangerous government
secrets. As Clayton gets closer to the truth, he
encounters unexpected foes pitted against
questionable allies. With enemies at every turn,
the only constant Clayton can rely on is Veronica.
But when the threat against her turns on him, too,
he faces an impossible choice, love or country.

The lives of four sensuous, bold and remarkable
women intersect in the year 70AD, in the desperate
days of the siege of Masada, when supplies are
dwindling and the Romans are drawing near. All
are dovekeepers, and all are keepers of secrets,
about who they are, where they come from, who
fathered them, and whom they love. There is Yael,
the assassin’s daughter whose heartbreak leads
to her true path in the ruins of the desert; Revka,
the baker’s wife who loses her dearest treasure
on earth and yet finds the strength to protect
her family; Aziza, the warrior’s beloved who leads
a secret life not even those closest to her could
imagine; and Marit, beautiful witch of Moab, a
woman as loyal as she is dangerous.

Greenwich Park
Author: Katherine Faulkner
Format: Book
Helen has it all... Daniel is the perfect husband.
Rory is the perfect brother. Serena is the perfect
sister-in-law. And Rachel? Rachel is the perfect
nightmare. When Helen, finally pregnant after
years of tragedy, attends her first antenatal class,
she is expecting her loving architect husband
to arrive soon after, along with her confident,
charming brother Rory and his pregnant wife,
the effortlessly beautiful Serena. What she is not
expecting is Rachel. Extroverted, brash, unsettling
single mother-to-be Rachel, who just wants to
be Helen’s friend. Who just wants to get know
Helen and her friends and her family. Who just
wants to know everything about them. Every
little secret. Rachel’s increasingly erratic behavior
is unsettling. And Helen’s not the only one who’s
noticed. Her friends and family begin to suspect
that her strange new friend may be linked to their
shared history in unexpected ways. When Rachel
threatens to expose a past crime that could
destroy all of their lives, it becomes clear that
there are more than a few secrets laying beneath
the broad-leaved trees and warm lamplight of
Greenwich Park.

The Man On The Street
Author: Trevor Wood
Format: eAudiobook
It started with a splash. Jimmy, a homeless veteran
grappling with PTSD, did his best to pretend he
hadn’t heard it - the sound of something heavy
falling into the Tyne at the height of an argument
between two men. Not his fight. Then he sees the
headline: GIRL IN MISSING DAD PLEA. But telling
the girl, Carrie, what he heard - or thought he
heard - turns out to be just the beginning of the
story. The police don’t believe him, but Carrie is
adamant that something awful has happened to
her dad and Jimmy agrees to help her, putting
himself at risk from enemies old and new...

The Rival
Author: Charlotte Duckworth
Format: Book
NOW. Helena is a career woman with no job and
a mother without a baby. She blames Ashley for
destroying her life. But is what happened really
Ashley’s fault? THEN. When Helena hires Ashley
to work for her, she’s startled but impressed by
her fierce ambition. They form a dream team
and Helena is proud - maybe this is the protegee
she’s always wanted to have. But soon Helena
realises that nothing will stand in the way of
Ashley’s drive to get to the top. And when Helena
becomes pregnant, everything she has worked so
hard for is suddenly threatened, with devastating
consequences.
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Velvet was the Night

Year One

Author: Silvia Moreno-Garcia
Format: Book

Author: Nora Roberts
Format: Book, Large Print

“From the New York Times bestselling author of
Mexican Gothic comes a riveting noir about a
daydreaming secretary, a lonesome thug, and
the mystery of the missing woman that brings
them together. 1970s Mexico City. Maite is a
secretary who lives for one thing: the latest issue
of Secret Romance. While student protests and
political unrest consume the city, Maite escapes
into stories of passion and danger. Her nextdoor neighbour, Leonora, a beautiful art student,
seems to live a life of intrigue and romance that
Maite envies. When Leonora disappears under
suspicious circumstances, Maite finds herself
searching for the missing woman--and journeying
deeper into Leonora’s secret life of student
radicals and dissidents. Meanwhile, someone
else is also looking for Leonora at the behest of
his boss, a shadowy figure who commands goon
squads dedicated to squashing political activists.
Elvis is an eccentric thug who longs to escape
his own life: He loathes violence and loves old
movies and rock ‘n’ roll. But as Elvis searches for
the missing woman, he comes to observe Maite
from a distance--and grows more and more
obsessed with this woman who shares his love of
music, and the unspoken loneliness of his heart.
Now as Maite and Elvis come closer to discovering
the secrets behind Leonora’s disappearance, they
can no longer escape the danger that threatens
to consume their lives, with hitmen, government
agents, and Russian spies aiming to protect
Leonora’s secrets--at gunpoint”--

It began on New Year’s Eve. The sickness came
on suddenly, and spread quickly. The fear spread
even faster. Within weeks, everything people
counted on began to fail them. The electrical
grid sputtered; law and government collapsed,
and more than half of the world’s population
was decimated. Where there had been order,
there was now chaos. And as the power of
science and technology receded, magic rose up
in its place. Some of it is good, like the witchcraft
worked by Lana Bingham, practicing in the loft
apartment she shares with her lover, Max. Some
of it is unimaginably evil, and it can lurk anywhere,
around a corner, in fetid tunnels beneath the river,
or in the ones you know and love the most.

The Second Son
Author: Loraine Peck
Format: eBook, eAudiobook
Duty always has a price. When Ivan Novak is shot
dead putting out his garbage bins in Sydney’s
west, his family wants revenge, especially his
father Milan, a notorious crime boss. It’s a job for
the second son, Ivan’s younger brother Johnny.
But Johnny loves his wife Amy and their son
Sasha. And she’s about to deliver her ultimatum
- either the three of them escape this wave of
killing or she’ll leave, taking Sasha. Torn between
loyalty to his family and love for his wife, Johnny
plans the heist of a lifetime and takes a huge risk.
Is he prepared to pay the price? And what choice
will Amy make? THE SECOND SON is a brilliant
action-packed crime debut that creates a world
where honour is everything, violence is its own
language, and love means breaking all the rules.

George Clooney’s Haircut and
Other Cries for Help
Author: Richard Glover
Format: eBook
Richard Glover’s deeply skewed stories of
everyday life are heard each week on ABC radio’s
Thank God It’s Friday. He creates a world which is
both weird and wry--a world in which Henry VIII
provides marriage advice, JD Salinger celebrates
tap-water and naked French women bring forth
a medical miracle. It is also a world in which
shampoo is eschewed, the second-rate is praised
and George Clooney’s haircut can help save a
relationship. Bizarre yet commonplace, funny
yet relatable, absurd yet oddly warm-hearted, in
Richard Glover’s hands you will experience the
true strangeness of the life you are living right
now.

Local Woman Missing
Author: Mary Kubica
Format: eBook
When a local mother and her six-year-old
daughter suddenly vanish into thin air, their closeknit suburban community is rocked by fear and
suspicion. How could such a terrible thing have
happened in their small town? Eleven years later,
one of the women sensationally returns. Everyone
wants to know what happened to her – but no
one is prepared for what they’ll find ... In this smart
and chilling thriller, master of suspense and New
York Times bestselling author Mary Kubica takes
domestic secrets to a whole new level, showing
that some people will stop at nothing to keep the
truth buried.
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