Best Loved Books 2022
Australian readers vote for their favourite books of the past year

Honeybee
Author: Craig Silvey
Format: eBook, Book, Compact Disc
Late in the night, 14-year-old Sam Watson steps onto a quiet overpass, climbs
over the rail and looks down at the road far below. At the other end of the same
bridge, an old man, Vic, smokes his last cigarette. The two see each other across
the void. A fateful connection is made, and an unlikely friendship blooms. Slowly,
we learn what led Sam and Vic to the bridge that night. Bonded by their suffering,
each privately commits to the impossible task of saving the other. ‘Honeybee’ is
a heart-breaking, life-affirming novel that throws us headlong into a world of
petty thefts, extortion plots, botched bank robberies, daring dog rescues and
one spectacular drag show.

Where the Crawdads Sing
Author: Delia Owens
Format: eAudiobook, Large Print, Compact Disc
For years, rumours of the Marsh Girl have haunted Barkley Cove, a quiet town
on the North Carolina coast. She’s barefoot and wild; unfit for polite society.
So in late 1969, when handsome Chase Andrews is found dead, the locals
immediately suspect Kya Clark. But Kya is not what they say. Abandoned at
age ten, she has survived on her own in the marsh that she calls home. A born
naturalist with just one day of school, she takes life lessons from the land,
learning from the false signals of fireflies the real way of this world. But while
she could have lived in solitude forever, the time comes when she yearns to
be touched and loved. Drawn to two young men from town, who are each
intrigued by her wild beauty, Kya opens herself to a new and startling world-until the unthinkable happens.

The Book Thief
Author: Markus Zusak
Format: eAudiobook, Book, DVD, Compact Disc
It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its breath. Death has never been
busier, and will become busier still. By her brother’s graveside, Liesel Meminger’s
life is changed when she picks up a single object, partially hidden in the snow.
It is The Gravedigger’s Handbook, left there by accident, and it is her first act of
book thievery. So begins a love affair with books and words, as Liesel, with the
help of her foster father, learns to read. Soon, she is stealing books from Nazi
book-burnings, the mayor’s wife’s library, wherever there are books to be found.
But these are dangerous times. When Liesel’s foster family hides a Jew in their
basement, Liesel’s world is both opened up, and closed down.
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To Kill a Mockingbird
Author: Harper Lee
Format: eAudiobook, Book
‘Shoot all the Bluejays you want, if you can hit ‘em, but remember it’s a sin
to kill a Mockingbird.’ A lawyer’s advice to his children as he defends the real
mockingbird of Harper Lee’s classic novel - a black man charged with the rape
of a white girl. Through the young eyes of Scout and Jem Finch, Harper Lee
explores with exuberant humour the irrationality of adult attitudes to race
and class in the Deep South of the thirties. The conscience of a town steeped
in prejudice, violence and hypocrisy is pricked by the stamina of one man’s
struggle for justice. But the weight of history will only tolerate so much.

The Godmothers
Author: Monica McInerney
Format: eBook, eAudiobook, Book, Compact Disc
“Eliza Miller grew up in Australia as the only daughter of a troubled young
mother, but with the constant support of two watchful godmothers, Olivia and
Maxie. Despite her tricky childhood, she always felt loved and secure. Until, just
before her eighteenth birthday, a tragic event changed her life. Thirteen years
on, Eliza is deliberately living as safely as possible, avoiding close relationships
and devoting herself to her job. Out of the blue, an enticing invitation from one
of her godmothers prompts a leap into the unknown. Within a fortnight, Eliza
finds herself in the middle of a complicated family in Edinburgh. There’s no such
thing as an ordinary day any more. Yet, amidst the chaos, Eliza begins to blossom.
She finds herself not only hopeful about the future, but ready to explore her past,
including the biggest mystery of all -- who is her father?”

Pride and Prejudice
Author: Jane Austen
Format: eBook, eAudiobook, Book
Few readers have failed to be charmed by the witty and independent spirit of
Elizabeth Bennet. Her early determination to dislike Mr. Darcy - who is quite
the most handsome and eligible bachelor in the whole of English literature is a misjudgement only matched in folly by Darcy’s arrogant pride. Their first
impressions give way to truer feelings in a comedy profoundly concerned with
happiness and how it might be achieved. Vivien Jones, in her new introduction
to this Penguin Classics edition, shows how their romance is inseparable from
the important social and political debates of Austen’s time, and describes Pride
and Prejudice as ‘One of the most perfect, most pleasurable and most subtle and therefore, perhaps, most dangerously persuasive - of romantic love stories.’.
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Boy Swallows Universe
Author: Trent Dalton
Format: eBook, eAudiobook, Book
Brisbane, 1983: A lost father, a mute brother, a mum in jail, a heroin dealer
for a stepfather and a notorious crim for a babysitter. It’s not as if Eli’s life isn’t
complicated enough already. He’s just trying to follow his heart, learning what
it takes to be a good man, but life just keeps throwing obstacles in the way not least of which is Tytus Broz, legendary Brisbane drug dealer. But Eli’s life is
about to get a whole lot more serious. He’s about to fall in love. And, oh yeah,
he has to break into Boggo Road Gaol on Christmas Day, to save his mum.

Devotion
Author: Hannah Kent
Format: eBook, eAudiobook, Book
Prussia, 1836. Hanne Nussbaum is a child of nature - she would rather run wild
in the forest than conform to the limitations of womanhood. In her village of
Kay, Hanne is friendless and considered an oddity... until she meets Thea. Ocean,
1838. The Nussbaums are Old Lutherans, bound by God’s law and at odds with
their King’s order for reform. Forced to flee religious persecution the families of
Kay board a crowded, disease-riddled ship bound for the new colony of South
Australia. In the face of brutal hardship, the beauty of whale song enters Hanne’s
heart, along with the miracle of her love for Thea. Theirs is a bond that nothing
can break. The whale passed. The music faded. South Australia, 1838. A new start
in an old land. God, society and nature itself decree Hanne and Thea cannot be
together. But within the impossible... is devotion.

The Dictionary of Lost Words
Author: Pip Williams
Format: eBook, eAudiobook
In 1901, the word ‘Bondmaid’ was discovered missing from the Oxford English
Dictionary. This is the story of the girl who stole it. Esme is born into a world
of words. Motherless and irrepressibly curious, she spends her childhood
in the ‘Scriptorium’, a garden shed in Oxford where her father and a team of
dedicated lexicographers are collecting words for the very first Oxford English
Dictionary. Esme’s place is beneath the sorting table, unseen and unheard.
One day a slip of paper containing the word ‘bondmaid’ flutters to the floor.
Esme rescues the slip and stashes it in an old wooden case that belongs to
her friend, Lizzie, a young servant in the big house. Esme begins to collect
other words from the Scriptorium that are misplaced, discarded or have been
neglected by the dictionary men. They help her make sense of the world. Over
time, Esme realises that some words are considered more important than
others, and that words and meanings relating to women’s experiences often
go unrecorded. While she dedicates her life to the Oxford English Dictionary,
secretly, she begins to collect words for another dictionary: The Dictionary of
Lost Words. Set when the women’s suffrage movement was at its height and
the Great War loomed, The Dictionary of Lost Words reveals a lost narrative,
hidden between the lines of a history written by men. It’s a delightful, lyrical
and deeply thought-provoking celebration of words, and the power of
language to shape the world and our experience of it.
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Still Life
Author: Sarah Winman
Format: eBook
1944, in the ruined wine cellar of a Tuscan villa, as bombs fall around them,
two strangers meet and share an extraordinary evening. Ulysses Temper is
a young British soldier, Evelyn Skinner is a sexagenarian art historian and
possible spy. She has come to Italy to salvage paintings from the wreckage
and relive memories of the time she encountered EM Forster and had her
heart stolen by an Italian maid in a particular Florentine room with a view.
Evelyn’s talk of truth and beauty plants a seed in Ulysses’ mind that will shape
the trajectory of his life - and of those who love him - for the next four decades.

The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo
Author: Taylor Jenkins Reid
Format: Book
Reclusive Hollywood movie icon Evelyn Hugo is finally ready to tell the truth about
her glamorous and scandalous life. But when she chooses unknown magazine
reporter Monique Grant for the job, no one is more astounded than Monique
herself. Why her? Why now? Summoned to Evelyn’s luxurious apartment,
Monique listens in fascination as the actress tells her story. From making her
way to Los Angeles in the 1950s to her decision to leave show business in the
‘80s, and, of course, the seven husbands along the way, Evelyn unspools a tale of
ruthless ambition, unexpected friendship and a great forbidden love. Monique
begins to feel a very real connection to the legendary star, but as Evelyn’s story
nears its conclusion, it becomes clear that her life intersects with Monique’s own
in tragic and irreversible ways.

Before the Storm
Author: Di Morrissey
Format: eBook, eAudiobook, Book, Compact Disc
Face her demons? Or run? After being double-crossed by a devious colleague,
career woman Ellie Conlan quits her job on principle. With no idea what to
do next, she retreats to Storm Harbour, an idyllic Victorian beach town. Ellie’s
grandfather runs The Storm Harbour Chronicle, the trusted local newspaper.
As Ellie is drawn into a story about a development which could split the
coastal community - and involves her with the influential O’Neill family - an
event she has long suppressed threatens to overwhelm her. Dark clouds
gather as rumours fly and tensions mount. And when a violent storm breaks
and rages, Ellie will finally have to confront her past.
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Before You Knew My Name
Author: Jacqueline Bublitz
Format: eBook, Large Print
When she arrived in New York on her 18th birthday carrying nothing but $600
cash and a stolen camera, Alice was looking for a fresh start. Now, just one
month later, she is the city’s latest Jane Doe, an unidentified murder victim.
Ruby Jones is also trying to start over; she travelled halfway around the world
only to find herself lonelier than ever. Until she finds Alice Lee’s body by the
Hudson River. From this first, devastating encounter, the two women form an
unbreakable bond. Alice is sure that Ruby is the key to solving the mystery
of her life - and death. And Ruby - struggling to forget what she saw that
morning - finds herself unable to let Alice go. Not until she is given the ending
she deserves.

The Deep
Author: Kyle Perry
Format: Book, Compact Disc
If you encounter the Black Wind while out there at sea, all you can do is race
back to shore. There’s no predicting it, no sailing it, no living with it. And if you’re
a Dempsey, it can play tricks on your mind. On the Tasman Peninsula, nestled
amidst the largest sea-cliffs in the southern hemisphere, is Shacktown. Here the
Dempsey family have run a drug ring for generations, using the fishing industry
and the deadly Black Wind as cover. But when 13-year-old Forest Dempsey walks
out of the ocean, bruised and branded, everything is imperilled, because Forest
has been believed dead for the last seven years. Mackerel Dempsey, out of jail
on strict bail conditions, is trying to change his fate, doing his best to keep out
of trouble before his next court date. His cousin Ahab has renounced the family
altogether, in favour of working to keep the town and its fragile tourism economy
safe. But in their search for answers about Forest, both Mackerel and Ahab can’t
help but be drawn back into the underworld. What on earth happened to the
boy all those years ago? And does it have anything to do with the infamous drug
kingpin Blackbeard, who is rumoured to be moving in on Shacktown?

The Thursday Murder Club
Author: Richard Osman
Format: eBook, eAudiobook, Book, Large Print
In a peaceful retirement village, four unlikely friends meet up once a week
to investigate unsolved murders. But when a brutal killing takes place on
their very doorstep, the Thursday Murder Club find themselves in the middle
of their first live case. Elizabeth, Joyce, Ibrahim and Ron might be pushing
eighty but they still have a few tricks up their sleeves. Can our unorthodox but
brilliant gang catch the killer before it’s too late?
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The Midnight Library
Author: Matt Haig
Format: eBook, Book
Between life and death there is a library. When Nora Seed finds herself in the
Midnight Library, she has a chance to make things right. Up until now, her
life has been full of misery and regret. She feels she has let everyone down,
including herself. But things are about to change. The books in the Midnight
Library enable Nora to live as if she had done things differently. With the help
of an old friend, she can now undo every one of her regrets as she tries to work
out her perfect life. But things aren’t always what she imagined they’d be, and
soon her choices place the library and herself in extreme danger. Before time
runs out, she must answer the ultimate question: what is the best way to live?

The Dry
Author: Jane Harper
Format: Book, Large Print, DVD, Compact Disc
Federal Agent Aaron Falk returns to his home town after an absence of over
twenty years to attend the funeral of his childhood friend, Luke, who allegedly
killed his wife and child before taking his own life a victim of the madness that
has ravaged this community after more than a decade of drought. When Falk
reluctantly agrees to stay and investigate the crime, he opens up an old wound
the death of 17- year-old Ellie Deacon. Falk begins to suspect these two crimes,
separated by decades, are connected. As he struggles to prove not only Luke’s
innocence but also his own, Falk finds himself pitted against the prejudice
towards him and pent-up rage of a terrified community.

Cloudstreet
Author: Tim Winton
Format: eAudiobook, Book, Cassette
“From separate catastrophes two rural families flee to the city and find
themselves sharing a great, breathing, shuddering joint called Cloudstreet,
where they begin their lives again from scratch. For twenty years they roister
and rankle, laugh and curse until the roof over their heads becomes a home
for their hearts. Tim Winton’s funny, sprawling saga is an epic novel of love
and acceptance. Winner of the Miles Franklin and NBC Awards in Australia,
Cloudstreet is a celebration of people, places and rhythms which has fuelled
imaginations world-wide.”
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The Cedar Tree
Author: Nicole Alexander
Format: eBook, Compact Disc
In the spring of 1949, Stella O’Riain flees her home - a sheep property on the
barren edge of the Strzelecki Desert. She leaves behind the graves of her
husband Joe and her baby daughter. With no money and limited options,
Stella accepts her brother-in-law Harry’s offer to live at the O’Riain cane farm
in the Richmond Valley. There she hopes to get answers to the questions
that plague her about her marriage. However Harry refuses to discuss Joe
or the family’s secrets, even forbidding her to speak to the owner of the
neighbouring property. Nearly a century earlier in County Tipperary, Irish
cousins Brandon and Sean O’Riain also fled their homes - as wanted criminals.
By 1867, they are working as cedar-cutters in New South Wales’s lush green
Richmond Valley. But while Brandon embraces the opportunities this new
country offers, Sean refuses to let go of the past.

All Our Shimmering Skies
Author: Trent Dalton
Format: eBook, eAudiobook, Book
Darwin, 1942, and as Japanese bombs rain overhead, motherless Molly Hook,
the gravedigger’s daughter, turns once again to the sky for guidance. She carries
a stone heart inside a duffel bag next to the map that leads to Longcoat Bob, the
deep country sorcerer who put a curse on her family. By her side are the most
unlikely travelling companions: a razor-tongued actress named Greta and a fallen
Japanese fighter pilot named Yukio. ‘Run, Molly, run,’ says the daytime sky. Run to
the vine forests. Run to northern Australia’s wild and magical monsoon lands. Run
to friendship. Run to love. Run. Because the graverobber’s coming, Molly, and the
night-time sky is coming with him. So run, Molly, run. All Our Shimmering Skies
is a story about gifts that fall from the sky, curses we dig from the earth and the
secrets we bury inside ourselves. It is an odyssey of true love and grave danger;
of the darkness and the light; of bones and blue skies. A buoyant, beautiful and
magical novel abrim with warmth, wit and wonder, a love letter to Australia and
the art of looking up.

All the Light We Cannot See
Author: Anthony Doerr
Format: eBook, eAudiobook, Book
Marie-Laure has been blind since the age of six. Her father builds a perfect
miniature of their Paris neighbourhood so she can memorize it by touch and
navigate her way home. But when the Nazis invade, father and daughter flee
with a dangerous secret. Werner is a German orphan, destined to labour in
the same mine that claimed his father’s life, until he discovers a knack for
engineering. His talent wins him a place at a brutal military academy, but his
way out of obscurity is built on suffering. At the same time, far away in a walled
city by the sea, an old man discovers new worlds without ever setting foot
outside his home. But all around him, impending danger closes in.
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Outlander
Author: Diana Gabaldon
Format: eAudiobook, Book
This is the first novel in the bestselling Outlander series - soon to be a major
new TV series. What if your future was the past? 1945, and Claire Randall goes
to the Scottish Highlands with her husband Frank. It’s a second honeymoon,
a chance to learn how war has changed them and to re-establish their loving
marriage. But one afternoon, Claire walks through a circle of standing stones
and vanishes into 1743, where the first person she meets is a British army
officer - her husband’s six-times great-grandfather. Unfortunately, Black Jack
Randall is not the man his descendant is, and while trying to escape him, Claire
falls into the hands of a gang of Scottish outlaws, and finds herself a Sassenach
- an outlander - in danger from both Jacobites and Redcoats. Marooned amid
danger, passion and violence, her only chance of safety lies in Jamie Fraser,
a gallant young Scots warrior. What begins in compulsion becomes urgent
need, and Claire finds herself torn between two very different men, in two
irreconcilable lives.

Treasure and Dirt
Author: Chris Hammer
Format: eBook, Book
In the desolate outback town of Finnigans Gap, police struggle to maintain law
and order. Thieves pillage opal mines, religious fanatics recruit vulnerable young
people and billionaires do as they please. Then an opal miner is found crucified
and left to rot down his mine. Nothing about the miner’s death is straightforward,
not even who found the body. Sydney homicide detective Ivan Lucic is sent to
investigate, assisted by inexperienced young investigator Nell Buchanan. But
Finnigans Gap has already ended one police career and damaged others, and
soon both officers face damning allegations and internal investigations. Have
Ivan and Nell been set up and, if so, by whom? As time runs out, their only chance
at redemption is to find the killer. But the more secrets they uncover, the more
harrowing the mystery becomes, as events from years ago take on a startling new
significance. For in Finnigans Gap, opals, bodies and secrets don’t stay buried for
ever. A superb standalone thriller from the acclaimed and award-winning author
of the international bestsellers Scrublands, Silver and Trust.

The Dressmakers of Yarrandarrah Prison
Author: Meredith Jaffe
Format: eBook, eAudiobook, Compact Disc
Derek’s daughter Debbie is getting married. He’s desperate to be there, but
he’s banged up in Yarrandarrah Correctional Centre for embezzling funds
from the golf club, and, thanks to his ex-wife, Lorraine, he hasn’t spoken to
Debbie in years. He wants to make a grand gesture, to show her how much
he loves her. But what? Inspiration strikes while he’s embroidering a cushion
at his weekly prison sewing circle, he’ll make her a wedding dress. His fellow
stitchers rally around and soon this motley gang of crims is immersed in a
joyous whirl of silks, satins and covered buttons. But as time runs out and
tensions rise both inside and outside the prison, the wedding dress project
takes on greater significance. With lives at stake, Derek feels his chance to
reconcile with Debbie is slipping through his fingers.
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A Court of Thorns and Roses
Author: Sarah J. Maas
Format: eBook, eAudiobook
When nineteen-year-old huntress Feyre kills a wolf in the woods, a beast-like
creature arrives to demand retribution for it. Dragged to a treacherous magical
land she only knows about from legends, Feyre discovers that her captor is
not an animal, but Tamlin-one of the lethal, immortal faeries who once ruled
their world. As she dwells on his estate, her feelings for Tamlin transform from
icy hostility into a fiery passion that burns through every lie and warning she’s
been told about the beautiful, dangerous world of the Fae. But an ancient,
wicked shadow over the faerie lands is growing, and Feyre must find a way to
stop it . . . or doom Tamlin-and his world-forever.

Apples Never Fall
Author: Liane Moriarty
Format: eBook, eAudiobook, Book
From the outside, the Delaneys appear to be an enviably contented family.
Even after all these years, former tennis coaches Joy and Stan are still winning
tournaments, and now that they’ve sold the family business they have all the
time in the world to learn how to ‘relax’. Their four adult children are busy living
their own lives, and while it could be argued they never quite achieved their
destinies, no-one ever says that out loud. But now Joy Delaney has disappeared
and her children are re-examining their parents’ marriage and their family history
with fresh, frightened eyes. Is her disappearance related to their mysterious
house guest from last year? Or were things never as rosy as they seemed in the
Delaney household?

The Wife and the Widow
Author: Christian White
Format: eBook, Large Print
Set against the backdrop of an eerie island town in the dead of winter, this is a
story told from two perspectives. Kate Keddie is devastated when her husband
goes missing without a trace. But then she finds out he quit his job months
earlier without telling her, and lied about the trip he was supposed to be on.
Where is he, and what is he hiding? Abby Gilpin is an island local whose world
is turned upside down when she’s forced to confront the evidence that her
husband is a murderer. However, nothing on this island is quite as it seems,
and only when these women come together can they discover the whole story
about the men in their lives.
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Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine
Author: Gail Honeyman
Format: Book
Eleanor Oliphant has learned how to survive, but not how to live Eleanor
Oliphant leads a simple life. She wears the same clothes to work every day,
eats the same meal deal for lunch every day and buys the same two bottles of
vodka to drink every weekend. Eleanor Oliphant is happy. Nothing is missing
from her carefully timetabled life. Except, sometimes, everything. One simple
act of kindness is about to shatter the walls Eleanor has built around herself.
Now she must learn how to navigate the world that everyone else seems to
take for granted, while searching for the courage to face the dark corners she’s
avoided all her life.

The Spy’s Wife
Author: Fiona McIntosh
Format: eBook, Book
Evie, a widow and stationmaster’s daughter, can’t help but look out for the weekly
visit of the handsome man she and her sister call the Southerner on their train
platform in the wilds of northern England. When polite salutations shift to friendly
conversations, they become captivated by each other. After so much sorrow, the
childless Evie can’t believe love and the chance for her own family have come
into her life again. With rumours coming out of Germany that Hitler may be
stirring up war, local English authorities have warned against spies. Even Evie
becomes suspicious of her new suitor, Roger. But all is not what it seems. When
Roger is arrested, Evie comes up with an audacious plan to prove his innocence
that means moving to Germany and working as a British counter-spy. Wearing
the disguise of dutiful, naïve wife, Evie must charm the Nazi Party’s dangerous
officials to bring home hard evidence of war mongering on the Führer’s part. But
in this game of cat and mouse, it seems everyone has an ulterior motive, and Evie
finds it impossible to know who to trust. With lives on the line, ultimate sacrifices
will be made as she wrestles between her patriotism and saving the man she
loves.

A Thousand Splendid Suns
Author: Khaled Hosseini
Format: Book, Compact Disc
“A Thousand Splendid Suns” is a breathtaking story set against the volatile
events of Afghanistan’s last thirty years -- from the Soviet invasion to the
reign of the Taliban to post-Taliban rebuilding -- that puts the violence, fear,
hope and faith of this country in intimate, human terms. It is a tale of two
generations of characters brought jarringly together by the tragic sweep
of war, where personal lives -- the struggle to survive, raise a family, find
happiness -- are inextricable from the history playing out around them.
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The Riviera House
Author: Natasha Lester
Format: Book
Paris, 1939: While working at the Louvre, Eliane Dufort falls for talented painter
Xavier. But when the Nazis occupy the city, Xavier leaves for England and
Eliane must send her sisters to the country. Broken-hearted, she finds herself
working with the mysterious Rose Valland on a dangerous secret mission
for the French Resistance: to record all the priceless national treasures the
Germans are stealing. Present Day: Desperate to escape her grief, Remy Lang
arrives at a stunning private estate on the French Riviera. While working on her
vintage fashion business, she discovers a catalogue of artworks stolen during
World War II and is shocked to see a painting that hung on her childhood
bedroom wall in Sydney. Who is her family, really? And does the Riviera house
hold more secrets than Remy is ready to face?

1984
Author: George Orwell
Format: eBook, Book
BIG BROTHER IS WATCHING YOU. 1984 is the year in which it happens. The world
is divided into three superstates. In Oceania, the Party’s power is absolute. Every
action, word, gesture and thought is monitored under the watchful eye of Big
Brother and the Thought Police. In the Ministry of Truth, the Party’s department
for propaganda, Winston Smith’s job is to edit the past. Over time, the impulse to
escape the machine and live independently takes hold of him and he embarks
on a secret and forbidden love affair. As he writes the words ‘DOWN WITH BIG
BROTHER’, his personal rebellion begins.

Outback Secrets
Author: Rachael Johns
Format: eBook, eAudiobook
Liam Castle knows the secrets of everyone in Bunyip Bay. As the owner of the
pub, he’s heard it all - from marriage proposals and farming disasters to family
rifts and everything in between. The locals love to confide in him, but no one
knows he’s hiding a tragic past. And he wants to keep it that way. Agricultural
pilot Henrietta Forward lives for her job, choosing work over romance. But
when an incident in the air brings Henri home to Bunyip Bay earlier than
planned, she finds herself questioning everything she believes about herself.
But Henri’s secret isn’t her only problem. Her mother will stop at nothing to
have her settled down back in the Bay, and while Henri had always known
domesticity wasn’t the life for her, now she wonders what her future holds. So
when Liam - always the first to lend a hand to those in need - agrees to play
along with Henri’s scheme to ward off her mother, she has mixed feelings.
What happens when a pretend romance starts to feel like the real thing? Will
Henri’s demons and Liam’s traumatic past prove too great a barrier to love?
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The Bronze Horseman
Author: Paullina Simons
Format: eBook
During the summer of 1941 the Metanov family are living a hard life in
Leningrad. As the German armies advance their future looks bleak. For
Tatiana, love arrives in the guise of Alexander, who harbours a deadly and
extraordinary secret.

Scrublands
Author: Chris Hammer
Format: eBook, Book
In an isolated country town brought to its knees by endless drought, a charismatic
and dedicated young priest calmly opens fire on his congregation, killing five
parishioners before being shot dead himself. A year later, troubled journalist
Martin Scarsden arrives in Riversend to write a feature on the anniversary of the
tragedy. But the stories he hears from the locals about the priest and incidents
leading up to the shooting don’t fit with the accepted version of events his own
newspaper reported in an award-winning investigation. Martin can’t ignore
his doubts, nor the urgings of some locals to unearth the real reason behind
the priest’s deadly rampage. Just as Martin believes he is making headway, a
shocking new development rocks the town, which becomes the biggest story
in Australia. The media descends on Riversend and Martin is now the one in the
spotlight. His reasons for investigating the shooting have suddenly become very
personal. Wrestling with his own demons, Martin finds himself risking everything
to discover a truth that becomes darker and more complex with every twist. But
there are powerful forces determined to stop him, and he has no idea how far
they will go to make sure the town’s secrets stay buried.

A Home Like Ours
Author: Fiona Lowe
Format: eBook, eAudiobook
A picturesque small town, a cosy community garden, a facade of tolerance
and acceptance - but when three women with wildly different loyalties come
together, what secrets and lies will be revealed? Tara Hooper is at breaking
point. With two young children, a business in a town struggling under an
unexpected crime wave, and her husband more interested in his cricket team
than their marriage, life is a juggling act. Then, when new neighbours arrive
and they are exactly the sort of people the town doesn’t want or need, things
get worse. Life has taught Helen Demetriou two things: being homeless is
terrifying and survival means keeping your cards close to your chest. Having
clawed back some stability through her involvement in the community
garden, she dares to relax. But as she uncovers some shady goings-on in the
council, that stability turns to quicksand. For teenage mother Jade Innes, life
can be lonely among the judgement of the town and the frequent absences of
her boyfriend. A chance encounter draws her into the endangered community
garden where she makes friends for the first time. Glimpsing a different way
of life is enticing but its demands are terrifying. Does she even deserve to try?
Can such disparate women unite to save the garden and ultimately stop the
town from tearing itself apart?
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Birds of a Feather
Author: Tricia Stringer
Format: eBook, eAudiobook, Book
When three women are thrown together by unusual circumstances, ruffled
feelings are just the beginning. Eve has been a partner in a Wallaby Bay fishing
fleet as long as she can remember. Now they want her to sell - but what would
her life be without work? She lives alone, her role on the town committee has
been spiked by malicious gossip and she is incapacitated after surgery. For the
first time in her life she feels weak, vulnerable - old. When her troubled goddaughter Julia arrives at Wallaby Bay, she seems to offer Eve a reprieve from
her own concerns. But there is no such thing as plain sailing. Eve has another
house guest, the abrasive Lucy, who is helping her recuperate and does not
look kindly on Julia’s desire for Eve’s attention. But Lucy, too, has demons to
battle and as each woman struggles to overcome their loss of place in the
world, they start to realise that there may be more that holds them together,
than keeps them apart. But will these birds of feather truly be able to reinvent
what family means? Or will the secrets and hurts of the past shatter their
precarious hold on their new lives ... and each other?

The Good Sister
Author: Sally Hepworth
Format: eBook, eAudioook, Large Print, Compact Disc
Fern Castle works in her local library. She has dinner with her twin sister Rose
three nights a week. And she avoids crowds, bright lights and loud noises as
much as possible. Fern has a carefully structured life and disrupting her routine
can be ... dangerous. When Rose discovers that she cannot fall pregnant, Fern
sees her chance to pay her sister back for everything Rose has done for her. Fern
can have a baby for Rose. She just needs to find a father. Simple.

Jane Eyre
Author: Charlotte Brontë
Format: eBook, eAudiobook, Book
A Victorian governess’s love for her mysterious employer is threatened by the
tragic secret of his mansion.
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Daisy Jones & The Six
Author: Taylor Jenkins Reid
Format: Book
“Daisy is a girl coming of age in L.A. in the late sixties, sneaking into clubs
on the Sunset Strip, sleeping with rock stars, and dreaming of singing at the
Whisky a Go-Go. The sex and drugs are thrilling, but it’s the rock and roll she
loves most. By the time she’s twenty, her voice is getting noticed, and she has
the kind of heedless beauty that makes people do crazy things. Another band
getting noticed is The Six, led by the brooding Billy Dunne. On the eve of their
first tour, his girlfriend Camila finds out she’s pregnant, and with the pressure
of impending fatherhood and fame, Billy goes a little wild on the road. Daisy
and Billy cross paths when a producer realizes the key to supercharged success
is to put the two together. What happens next will become the stuff of legend.
The making of that legend is chronicled in this riveting and unforgettable
novel, written as an oral history of one of the biggest bands of the seventies.
Taylor Jenkins Reid is a talented writer who takes her work to a new level
with Daisy Jones & The Six, brilliantly capturing a place and time in an utterly
distinctive voice”

Take Me Home
Author: Karly Lane
Format: eBook, Book, Compact Disc
In the space of a few days, Elle loses her job and her home and faces moving back
in with her parents-where she knows she’ll hear a lot about how she is wasting
her life, unlike her three siblings...Then Gran’s will is read and everything changes.
It seems simple: a road trip across Scotland, a country Gran loved, to locate the
family castle; meet some long lost cousins; oh, and work out what she wants to
do with the rest of her life before returning home. Not a problem. That is unless
the family castle is a ruin that has pretty much been lost in time; the family Elle
has never met seem to be hiding a mysterious secret; her over-achieving parents
are breathing down her neck, and she’s running out of time to make a decision
about her future.

Other People’s Houses
Author: Kelli Hawkins
Format: eBook, Book
Kate Webb still grieves for her young son, ten years after his loss. She spends
her weekends hungover, attending open houses on Sydney’s wealthy north
shore and imagining the lives of the people who live there. Then Kate visits
the Harding house - the perfect house with, it seems, the perfect family. A
photograph captures a kind-looking man, a beautiful woman she once knew
from university days, and a boy - a boy that for one heartbreaking moment she
believes is her own son. When her curiosity turns to obsession, she uncovers
the cracks that lie beneath a glossy facade of perfection, sordid truths she
could never have imagined. But is it her imagination? As events start to spiral
dangerously out of control, could the real threat come from Kate herself?
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The Alchemist
Author: Paulo Coelho
Format: eBook
Santiago, a young shepherd living in the hills of Andalucia, feels that there is
more to life than his humble home and his flock. One day he finds the courage
to follow his dreams into distant lands, each step galvanised by the knowledge
that he is following the right path: his own. The people he meets along the
way, the things he sees and the wisdom he learns are life-changing. With
Paulo Coelho’s visionary blend of spirituality, magical realism and folklore, The
Alchemist is a story with the power to inspire nations and change people’s
lives.

Bila Yarrudhanggalangdhuray
Author: Anita Heiss
Format: eBook, Book
“Gundagai, 1852. The powerful Murrumbidgee River surges through town leaving
death and destruction in its wake. It is a stark reminder that while the river can
give life, it can just as easily take it away.Wagadhaany is one of the lucky ones.
She survives. But is her life now better than the fate she escaped? Forced to move
away from her miyagan, she walks through each day with no trace of dance in
her step, her broken heart forever calling her back home to Gundagai.When she
meets Wiradyuri stockman Yindyamarra, Wagadhaany’s heart slowly begins to
heal. But still, she dreams of a better life, away from the degradation of being
owned. She longs to set out along the river of her ancestors, in search of lost
family and country. Can she find the courage to defy the White man’s law? And
if she does, will it bring hope ... or heartache?Set on timeless Wiradyuri country,
where the life-giving waters of the rivers can make or break dreams, and based
on devastating true events, Bila Yarrudhanggalangdhuray (River of Dreams) is an
epic story of love, loss and belonging.”

Magician
Author: Raymond E. Feist
Format: Book
“At Crydee, a frontier outpost in the tranquil Kingdom of the Isles, an orphan
boy, Pug, is apprenticed to a master magician - and the destinies of two worlds
are changed forever. Suddenly the peace of the Kingdom is destroyed as
mysterious alien invaders swarm the land. Pug is swept up into the conflict
but for him and his warrior friend, Tomas, an odyssey into the unknown has
only just begun. Tomas will inherit a legacy of savage power from an ancient
civilization. Pug’s destiny is to lead him through a rift in the fabric of space and
time to the mastery of the unimaginable powers of a strange new magic.”
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The Night Circus
Author: Erin Morgenstern
Format: Book
In 1886 a mysterious travelling circus becomes an international sensation.
Open only at night, constructed entirely in black and white, the Cirque des
Reves delights all who wander its circular paths and warm themselves at its
bonfire.

The Lost Man
Author: Jane (Jane Elizabeth) Harper
Format: Book, Compact Disc
Two brothers meet at the remote fence line separating their cattle ranches in
the lonely outback. In an isolated belt of Western Australia, they are each other’s
nearest neighbor, their homes four hours’ drive apart. The third brother lies
dead at their feet. Something caused Cam, the middle child who had been in
charge of the family homestead, to die alone in the middle of nowhere. So the
eldest brother returns with his younger sibling to the family property and those
left behind. But the fragile balance of the ranch is threatened. Amidst the grief,
suspicion starts to take hold, and the eldest brother begins to wonder if more
than one among them is at risk of crumbling as the weight of isolation bears
down on them all. Dark, suspenseful, and deeply atmospheric, The Lost Man is
the highly anticipated next book from the bestselling and award-winning Jane
Harper, author of The Dry and Force of Nature.

The Song of Achilles
Author: Madeline Miller
Format: Book
The god touches his finger to the arrow’s fletching. Then he breathes, a puff
of air - as if to send dandelions flying, to push toy boats over water. And the
arrow flies, straight and silent, in a curving, downward arc towards Achilles’
back. Greece in the age of heroes. Patroclus, an awkward young prince, has
been exiled to the court of King Peleus and his perfect son Achilles. Despite
their differences, the boys develop a tender friendship, a bond which blossoms
into something deeper as they grow into young men. But when Helen of
Sparta is kidnapped, Achilles is dispatched to distant Troy to fulfil his destiny.
Torn between love and fear for his friend, Patroclus follows, little knowing that
the years that follow will test everything they hold dear.
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The Song of Achilles
Author: Madeline Miller
Format: Book
The god touches his finger to the arrow’s fletching. Then he breathes, a puff
of air - as if to send dandelions flying, to push toy boats over water. And the
arrow flies, straight and silent, in a curving, downward arc towards Achilles’
back. Greece in the age of heroes. Patroclus, an awkward young prince, has
been exiled to the court of King Peleus and his perfect son Achilles. Despite
their differences, the boys develop a tender friendship, a bond which blossoms
into something deeper as they grow into young men. But when Helen of
Sparta is kidnapped, Achilles is dispatched to distant Troy to fulfil his destiny.
Torn between love and fear for his friend, Patroclus follows, little knowing that
the years that follow will test everything they hold dear.

The Hobbit
Author: J.R.R. Tolkien
Format: eBook, Book
Bilbo Baggins is a hobbit who enjoys a comfortable, unambitious life, rarely
travelling further than the pantry of his hobbit-hole in Bag End. But his
contentment is disturbed when the wizard, Gandalf, and a company of thirteen
dwarves arrive on his doorstep one day to whisk him away on an unexpected
journey ‘there and back again’. They have a plot to raid the treasure hoard of
Smaug the Magnificent, a large and very dangerous dragon... The prelude to
The Lord of the Rings, The Hobbit has sold many millions of copies since its
publication in 1937, establishing itself as one of the most beloved and influential
books of the twentieth century.

Happy Hour
Author: Jacquie Byron
Format: eBook
Growing older doesn’t necessarily mean growing wiser. Gin in one hand,
paintbrush in the other, Franny Calderwood has turned her back on the world,
or at least the world she used to love. Having lost her husband, Frank, in tragic
circumstances three years earlier, 65-year-old Franny copes the only way she
knows how: by removing herself completely from the life she had before.
Franny lives a life of decadent seclusion, with only her two dogs, Whisky and
Soda, a stuffed cat, cocktails and the memory of Frank for company. Then the
Salernos move in next door. The troubled but charming trio - beleaguered
mother Sallyanne, angry teenager Dee and eccentric eight-year-old Josh
- cannot help but pull Franny into the drama of their lives. But despite her
fixation with independence, Franny’s wisecracks and culinary experiments
hide considerable trauma and pain, and when her eccentric behaviour has lifethreatening consequences she faces a reckoning of sorts. Yes, Frank is dead,
but did the woman he loved have to perish with him?
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The Handmaid’s Tale
Author: Margaret Atwood
Format: eBook, eAudiobook, Large Print, Compact Disc, DVD
‘I believe in the resistance as I believe there can be no light without shadow;
or rather, no shadow unless there is also light.’ Offred is a Handmaid in The
Republic of Gilead, a religious totalitarian state in what was formerly known
as the United States. She is placed in the household of The Commander,
Fred Waterford, her assigned name, Offred, means ‘of Fred’. She has only
one function: to breed. If Offred refuses to enter into sexual servitude to
repopulate a devastated world, she will be hanged. Yet even a repressive state
cannot eradicate hope and desire. As she recalls her pre-revolution life in
flashbacks, Offred must navigate through the terrifying landscape of torture
and persecution in the present day, and between two men upon which her
future hangs. Masterfully conceived and executed, this haunting vision of the
future places Margaret Atwood at the forefront of dystopian fiction.

The Lost Flowers of Alice Hart
Author: Holly Ringland
Format: eBook, eAudiobook, Book
After her family suffers a tragedy, nine-year-old Alice Hart is forced to leave her
idyllic seaside home. She is taken in by her grandmother, June, a flower farmer
who raises Alice on the language of Australian native flowers, a way to say the
things that are too hard to speak. Under the watchful eye of June and the women
who run the farm, Alice settles, but grows up increasingly frustrated by how little
she knows of her family’s story. In her early twenties, Alice’s life is thrown into
upheaval again when she suffers devastating betrayal and loss. Desperate to
outrun grief, Alice flees to the dramatically beautiful central Australian desert. In
this otherworldly landscape Alice thinks she has found solace, until she meets a
charismatic and ultimately dangerous man.

The Younger Wife
Author: Sally Hepworth
Format: eBook, eAudiobook, Book
Tully and Rachel are murderous when they discover their father has a new
girlfriend. The fact that Heather is half his age isn’t even the most shocking
part. Stephen is still married to their mother, who is in a care facility with
end-stage Alzheimer’s disease. Heather knows she has an uphill battle to win
Tully and Rachel over, while carrying the burden of the secrets of her past. But,
as it turns out, they are all hiding something. The announcement of Stephen
and Heather’s engagement threatens to set off a family implosion, with old
wounds and dark secrets finally being forced to the surface. A garage full
of stolen goods. An old hot-water bottle, stuffed with cash. A blood-soaked
wedding. And that’s only the beginning.
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The Husband’s Secret
Author: Liane Moriarty
Format: eAudiobook, Book
The story of a woman who finds a letter from her husband. It says: For my wife,
Cecilia Fitzpatrick. To be opened only in the event of my death. Her husband is
very much alive. Should she open it? Would YOU open it?

Killing Floor
Author: Lee Child
Format: eBook, eAudiobook, Book
Ex-military policeman Jack Reacher finds himself in Margrave, Georgia, where he
is almost immediately arrested for murder, after being released, he joins with a
straight-arrow detective and a beautiful lady cop to unearth a conspiracy that
stretches through the small town and beyond.

Big Little Lies
Author: Liane Moriarty
Format: eAudiobook, Book
Pirriwee Publics annual school Trivia Night has ended in a shocking riot. One
parent is dead. The school principal is horrified. As police investigate what
appears to have been a tragic accident, signs begin to indicate that this
devastating death might have been cold-blooded murder. This book deftly
explores the reality of parenting and playground politics, ex-husbands and
ex-wives, and fractured families. This book also shows us the truth about what
really goes on behind closed suburban doors.

The End of Cuthbert Close
Author: Cassie Hamer
Format: eBook
Food stylist Cara, corporate lawyer Alex and stay-at-home mum Beth couldn’t
be more different. If it wasn’t for the fact they live next door to each other in
Cuthbert Close, they’d never have met and bonded over Bundt cake. The Close is
an oasis of calm and kindness. The kind of street where kids play cricket together
and neighbours pitch in each year for an end of summer party. But no one’s told
Charlie Devine, glamorous wife of online lifestyle guru, The Primal Guy. When
she roars straight into the party with her huge removal truck and her teenage
daughter with no care or regard for decades-old tradition, the guacamole really
hits the fan. Cara thinks the family just needs time to get used to the village-like
atmosphere. Beth wants to give them home cooked meals to help them settle
in. Alex, says it’s an act of war. But which one of them is right? Dead guinea pigs,
cruelly discarded quiches, missing jewellery, commercial sabotage and errant
husbands are just the beginning of a train of disturbing and rapidly escalating
events that lead to a shocking climax. When the truth comes out, will it be the
end of Cuthbert Close?
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Seven Ancient Wonders
Author: Matthew Reilly
Format: eAudiobook
In ancient times, a Golden Capstone was placed atop the Great Pyramid at Giza
during a rare solar event called the Tartarus Rotation. Once every 4,500 years,
a superhot sunspot -- the Tartarus Sunspot -- aligned itself with Earth and
caused immense worldwide flooding and sun-scorching. It is said that when
the Capstone sat atop the Great Pyramid, no such flooding or solar damage
occurred. And, according to legend, whosoever places the Capstone on the
pyramid at the next Tartarus Rotation will gain absolute power over Earth for
the next 1,000 years. In 2006, the Tartarus Rotation will come again, but the
Capstone is nowhere to be found.

Outback Sisters
Author: Rachael Johns
Format: eBook, eAudiobook, Book, Compact Disc
Frankie and Simone are sisters and best friends. Could a new man in town drive
a wedge between them for the first time ever? Cafe owner Frankie has been
unlucky in love all her life. It’s hard in a small town like Bunyip Bay to meet
prospective partners. Her sister, Simone, lost the love of her life years before and
is now devoted to raising their two teenage girls, leaving little time for romance.
When Frankie is kissed by a handsome stranger who calls her Simone, it’s a case
of mistaken identity -- but who is this man and how does he know Simone?
Logan Knight is in town to meet up with a woman he has met online. Although
raised on a farm with his brother Angus, he has travelled the world as a journalist
and is now looking forward to meeting a girl and settling down. The girl in
the cafe was an amazing kisser -- but not the one he thought he was meeting!
Reclusive farmer Angus wants nothing to do with Logan’s plans for improving
the property’s finances and finding a partner -- until he meets the sisters at a
wedding. Who is attracted to whom? More importantly, can Frankie and Simone
sort out their feelings for the two brothers without destroying their very close
bond?

The Paris Affair
Author: Pip Drysdale
Format: eBook, Book
Meet Harper Brown... Occupation: Arts journalist Dream job: Hard-hitting
news reporter Location: Paris Loves: True crime podcasts, art galleries, coffee,
whiskey Does not love: fake people, toxic positivity, being told how to live her
life by smug workmates who have no life (that’s you, Stan), her narcissistic ex
Favourite book: 1984 Favourite artist: Noah X. Sometimes. Favourite painting:
Klimt’s Schubert at the Piano Special skills: breaking out of car boots, picking
locks and escaping relationships. Superpower: She can lose any guy in three
minutes flat. Ask her how. Secret: She’s hot on the trail of a murderer - and the
scoop of a lifetime. That’s if the killer doesn’t catch her first.
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The Hush
Author: Sara Foster
Format: eBook, eAudiobook
Lainey’s friend Ellis is missing. And she’s not the only one. In the six months
since the first case of a terrifying new epidemic - when a healthy baby
wouldn’t take a breath at birth - the country has been thrown into turmoil.
The government has passed sweeping new laws to monitor all citizens. And
several young pregnant women have vanished without trace. As a midwife,
Lainey’s mum Emma is determined to be there for those who need her. But
when seventeen-year-old Lainey finds herself in trouble, this dangerous new
world becomes very real. The one person who might help is Emma’s estranged
mother, but reaching out to her will put them all in jeopardy... An unflinching
look at a society close to tipping point and a story for our times, highlighting
the power of female friendship through a dynamic group of women
determined to triumph against the odds.

Three Sisters
Author: Heather Morris
Format: eBook, eAudiobook, Large Print
‘I want you to make a promise to me that you will always take care of your sisters.
That you will always be there for one another. That you will not allow anyone to
take you away from each other, ever. Do you understand?’ When they are little
girls, Cibi, Magda and Livia make a promise to their father - that they will stay
together, no matter what. Years later, at just 15, Livia is ordered to Auschwitz
by the Nazis. Cibi, only 19 herself, remembers their promise and follows Livia,
determined to protect her sister or die with her. Together, they fight to survive
through unimaginable cruelty and hardship. Magda, only 17, stays with her
mother and grandfather, hiding out in a neighbour’s attic or in the forest when
the Nazi militia come to round up friends, neighbours and family. She escapes for
a time, but eventually she too is captured and transported to the death camp. In
Auschwitz-Birkenau the three sisters are reunited and, remembering their father,
they make a new promise, this time to each other - that they will survive.

Wish You Were Here
Author: Jodi Picoult
Format: eBook, Book
Diana O’Toole is perfectly on track. She will be married by thirty, done having
kids by thirty-five, and move out to the New York City suburbs, all while
climbing the professional ladder in the cutthroat art auction world. She’s not
engaged just yet, but she knows her boyfriend Finn, a surgical resident, is
about to propose - days before her thirtieth birthday. Right on time. But now
she is stranded, alone on what was planned to be a romantic idyll with Finn.
Unfortunately, Finn is trapped thousands of miles away, and Diana is on one
of the world’s most beautiful islands with no food, no luggage, and no place
to stay, forced to test her personal limits to survive. Struggling to find her feet,
Diana gradually connects with a local family when a teenager with a secret
opens up to her. As Diana helps her fight her demons she learns more about
herself, and about the islands of Galapagos, where Darwin developed his
theory of evolution. The dramatic and sometimes dangerous terrain reflects
Diana’s own experiences, her new relationships and growing awareness that
she too is evolving into someone quite different.
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The Ruin
Author: Dervla McTiernan
Format: eBook, eAudiobook, Book
Galway 1993: Young Garda Cormac Reilly is called to a scene he will never
forget. Two silent, neglected children - fifteen-year-old Maude and five-yearold Jack - are waiting for him at a crumbling country house. Upstairs, their
mother lies dead. Twenty years later, a body surfaces in the icy black waters of
the River Corrib. At first it looks like an open-and-shut case, but then doubt is
cast on the investigation’s findings - and the integrity of the police. Cormac is
thrown back into the cold case that has haunted him his entire career - what
links the two deaths, two decades apart? As he navigates his way through
police politics and the ghosts of the past, Detective Reilly uncovers shocking
secrets and finds he questioning who among his colleagues he can trust. What
really did happen in that house where he first met Maude and Jack? The Ruin
draws us deep into the dark heart of Ireland and asks who will protect you
when the authorities can’t - or won’t.

Once There Were Wolves
Author: Charlotte McConaghy
Format: eBook
Inti Flynn arrives in Scotland with her twin sister, Aggie, to lead a team tasked
with reintroducing fourteen grey wolves into the remote Highlands. She hopes
to heal not only the dying landscape, but a broken Aggie, too. However, Inti is
not the woman she once was, and may be in need of rewilding herself. Despite
fierce opposition from the locals, Inti’s wolves surprise everyone by thriving, and
she begins to let her guard down, even opening up to the possibility of love. But
when a local farmer is found dead, Inti knows where the town will lay blame.
Unable to accept her wolves could be responsible, she makes a reckless decision
to protect them, testing every instinct she has. But if her wolves didn’t make the
kill, then who did? And what will she do when the man she’s been seeing becomes
the main suspect? Propulsive and spellbinding, Once There Were Wolves is the
unforgettable tale of a woman desperate to save the creatures she loves.

The Survivors
Author: Jane Harper
Format: eBook, eAudiobook, Book, Large Print, Compact Disc
Kieran Elliott’s life changed forever on the day a reckless mistake led to
devastating consequences. The guilt that still haunts him resurfaces during
a visit with his young family to the small coastal town he once called home.
Kieran’s parents are struggling in a community which is bound, for better
or worse, to the sea, that is both a lifeline and a threat. Between them all is
his absent brother, Finn. When a body is discovered on the beach, long-held
secrets threaten to emerge. A sunken wreck, a missing girl, and questions that
have never washed away...
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You Need to Know
Author: Nicola Moriarty
Format: eBook, eAudiobook, Compact Disc
Secrets we keep, lies we tell and truth that won’t stay hidden ... Jill, her
three sons, their wives and children are driving in convoy on Christmas Eve.
But something sinister is simmering behind their happy smiles. Mimi is
struggling with her new twins, but at least a glass of wine smooths out life’s
jagged edges. Andrea’s starting to wonder if her marriage is as happy as
she’d thought. Darren is reeling from a surprise request and teenager Callie
has become increasingly withdrawn. On the way to their holiday house, a
terrifying car accident devastates them all. But someone unexpected was in
one of the cars. No one is searching for them. And their time is running out.
You Need to Know is a dark domestic drama about family secrets and lies,
fractured relationships, tragic mistakes and the ultimate betrayal.

The Tattooist of Auschwitz
Author: Heather Morris
Format: eBook, eAudiobook, Book
I tattooed a number on her arm. She tattooed her name on my heart. In 1942,
Lale Sokolov arrived in Auschwitz-Birkenau. He was given the job of tattooing the
prisoners marked for survival - scratching numbers into his fellow victims’ arms
in indelible ink to create what would become one of the most potent symbols of
the Holocaust. Waiting in line to be tattooed, terrified and shaking, was a young
girl. For Lale - a dandy, a jack-the-lad, a bit of a chancer - it was love at first sight.
And he was determined not only to survive himself, but to ensure this woman,
Gita, did, too. So begins one of the most life-affirming, courageous, unforgettable
and human stories of the Holocaust: the love story of the tattooist of Auschwitz.

Khaki Town
Author: Judy Nunn
Format: eAudiobook, Book
Judy Nunn’s new bestseller is a breathtaking historical novel set in Queensland
during World War II. Khaki Town, Judy Nunn’s exciting new novel, is inspired
by a true wartime story that has remained a well-kept secret for over seventy
years. It seems to have happened overnight, Val thought. How extraordinary.
We’ve become a khaki town. It’s March 1942. Singapore has fallen. Darwin
has been bombed. Australia is on the brink of being invaded by the Imperial
Japanese Forces. And Val Callahan, publican of The Brown’s Bar in Townsville,
could not be happier as she contemplates the fortune she’s making from
lonely, thirsty soldiers. Overnight the small Queensland city is transformed
into the transport hub for 70,000 American and Australian soldiers destined
for combat in the South Pacific. Barbed wire and gun emplacements cover
the beaches. Historic buildings are commandeered. And the dance halls are
in full swing with jazz, jitterbug and jive. The Australian troops begrudge the
confident, well-fed ‘Yanks’ who have taken over their town and their women.
There’s growing conflict, too, within the American ranks, because black GIs are
enjoying the absence of segregation. And the white GIs don’t like it. As racial
violence explodes through the ranks of the military, a young United States
Congressman, Lyndon Baines Johnson, is sent to Townsville by his president to
investigate. ‘Keep a goddamned lid on it, Lyndon,’ he is told, ‘lest it explode in
our faces ...’
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Sisters of Freedom
Author: Mary-Anne O’Connor
Format: eBook
Sydney, Christmas, 1901. Federation has been achieved but Australian women
are yet to gain the right to vote in their new nation’s elections and have a say
in the laws that govern them. Bolshy, boisterous Frankie Merriweather is a
fervent advocate for women’s rights, determined to dedicate herself to the
cause, never marrying or becoming a mother. She can’t understand her artistic
sister Ivy, who wants a life of ease and beauty with her soon-to-be fiancé, law
student Patrick Earle. Meanwhile, their married sister Aggie volunteers in an
orphanage, decrying the inequality of Australia’s social classes ... and longing
to hold a baby in her arms. When an accident takes Ivy, wounded and ill, into
the violent and lawless zone of the Hawkesbury River, a year of change begins.
Ivy’s burgeoning friendship with her saviour Riley Logan, a smuggler, and his
sister, the poverty-stricken but valiant Fiona, will alter the lives of all three
women forever.

The Heart’s Invisible Furies
Author: John Boyne
Format: Book
Cyril Avery is not a real Avery or at least that’s what his adoptive parents tell him.
And he never will be. But if he isn’t a real Avery, then who is he? Born out of
wedlock to a teenage girl cast out from her rural Irish community and adopted
by a well-to-do if eccentric Dublin couple via the intervention of a hunchbacked
Redemptorist nun, Cyril is adrift in the world, anchored only tenuously by his
heartfelt friendship with the infinitely more glamourous and dangerous Julian
Woodbead. At the mercy of fortune and coincidence, he will spend a lifetime
coming to know himself and where he came from – and over his three score
years and ten, will struggle to discover an identity, a home, a country and much
more. In this, Boyne’s most transcendent work to date, we are shown the story
of Ireland from the 1940s to today through the eyes of one ordinary man. The
Heart’s Invisible Furies is a novel to make you laugh and cry while reminding us
all of the redemptive power of the human spirit.

Grace Under Pressure
Author: Tori Haschka
Format: eBook
Grace Harkness looks like she has it all - two beautiful children, four cookbooks
under her belt and an idyllic beachside home #blessed. But add another baby
on the way (oops), a spouse that is nowhere to be seen and a relentless list
of things she ‘should’ be doing, and Grace is starting to unravel. When the
madness of modern-day motherhood finally pushes her to the brink, Grace
and her friends decide to ditch the men in their lives, move in together and
create a ‘mummune’ - sharing the load of chores, school pick-ups/drop-offs
and endless Life Admin. The new set-up seems like a dream, but is life in this
utopian village all it’s cracked up to be?
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Tuscan Rose
Author: Belinda Alexandra
Format: eBook, eAudiobook, Book, Compact Disc
A tale of sacrifice and reward, of beauty and horror ...and of redemption. A
mysterious stranger known as ‘the Wolf’ leaves an infant with the sisters of
Santo Spirito. A tiny silver key hidden in her wrappings is the one clue to the
child’s identity ...When Rosa turns fifteen, she must leave the nuns who have
raised her and become governess to the daughter of an aristocrat and his
strange, frightening wife. their house is elegant but cursed, and Rosa - blessed
with gifts beyond her considerable musical talents - is torn between her desire
to know the truth and her fear of its repercussions. Meanwhile, the hand of
Fascism curls around beautiful Italy, threatening her citizens. In the face of
unimaginable hardship, will Rosa’s intelligence, intuition and her extraordinary
capacity for love be enough to ensure her survival?

Return to Rosalee Station
Author: Mandy Magro
Format: eBook, Book
Can they find the path to forgiveness and healing? After eight years of marriage,
Sarah Walsh had thought she and Matt would be together forever. But when a
fatal accident serves up the cruellest punishment any mother could face, their
relationship falters. Sarah is helpless as Matt flies off the rails, she braves one
last-ditch attempt to try to make him see they need to work together to get
through the heartache. But will it be enough? And what about her, how does
she go on alone? Reeling from devastation and guilt, Matt gets the wake-up call
he needs to save his marriage before it’s too late. But the way forward is littered
with obstacles, and he can see it’s only by returning to the outback beauty and
isolation of Rosalee Station that he has any chance to reclaim the man he once
was. But will this separation end up costing him everything?

The Cartographer’s Secret
Author: Tea Cooper
Format: eBook, eAudiobook, Book, Compact Disc
1880, The Hunter Valley. Evie Ludgrove loves to map the landscape around
her home - hardly surprising since she grew up in the shadow of her father’s
obsession with the great Australian explorer Dr Ludwig Leichhardt. So when
an advertisement appears in The Bulletin magazine offering a one thousand
pound reward for proof of where Leichhardt met his fate, Evie is determined
to figure it out - after all, there are clues in her father’s papers and in the
archives of The Royal Geographical Society. But when Evie sets out to prove
her theory, she vanishes without a trace, leaving behind a mystery that taints
everyone’s lives for 30 years. 1911 - When Letitia Rawlings arrives at the family
estate in her Model T Ford, her purpose is to inform her great aunt Olivia of
a bereavement. But Letitia is also escaping her own problems - her brother’s
sudden death, her mother’s scheming and her own dissatisfaction with the life
planned out for her. So when Letitia discovers a beautifully illustrated map that
might hold a clue to the fate of her missing aunt, Evie Ludgrove, her curiosity
is aroused and she sets out to discover the truth of Evie’s disappearance. But all
is not as it seems at Yellow Rock estate and as events unfold, Letitia begins to
realise that solving the mystery of her family’s past could offer as much peril as
redemption.
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The Last of the Apple Blossom
Author: Mary-Lou Stephens
Format: eBook
The fire took everything - except two women’s fighting spirits. 7 February,
1967. Walls of flame reduce much of Tasmania to ash. Young schoolteacher
Catherine Turner rushes to the Huon Valley to find her family’s apple orchard
destroyed, her childhood home in ruins and her brother dead. Despite her
father’s declaration that a woman will never run the orchard, Catherine
resolves to rebuild the family business. After five sons, Catherine’s friend and
neighbour, Annie Pearson, is overjoyed by the birth of a much longed for
daughter. As Annie and her husband Dave work to repair the damage to their
orchard, Dave’s friend Mark pitches in, despite the fact that Annie wants him
gone. Mark has moved his family to the valley to escape his life in Melbourne,
but his wife has disappeared leaving chaos in her wake and their young son
Charlie in Mark’s care. Catherine becomes fond of Charlie, whose strange
upbringing has left him shy and withdrawn. However, the growing friendship
between Mark and Catherine not only scandalises the small community
but threatens a secret Annie is desperate to keep hidden. Through natural
disasters, personal calamities and the devastating collapse of the apple
industry, Catherine, Annie and those they love battle to save their livelihoods,
their families and their secrets.

Better Off Dead
Author: Lee Child
Format: eBook, eAudiobook, Book
Reacher never backs down from a problem. And he’s about to find a big one,
on a deserted Arizona road, where a Jeep has crashed into the only tree for
miles around. Under the merciless desert sun, nothing is as it seems. Minutes
later, Reacher is heading into the nearby border town, a backwater that has
seen better days. Next to him is Michaela Fenton, an army veteran turned FBI
agent, who is trying to find her twin brother. He might have got mixed up with
some dangerous people. And Reacher might just need to pay them a visit. Their
leader has burrowed his influence deep into the town. Just to get in and meet
the mysterious Dendoncker, Reacher is going to have to achieve the impossible.
To get answers will be even harder. There are people in this hostile, empty place
who would rather die than reveal their secrets. But then, if Reacher is coming
after you, you might be better off dead.

The Wattle Island Book Club
Author: Sandie Docker
Format: Compact Disc
Not everyone is telling the full story. Despair. A young Anne flees Wattle Island
in 1950, heartbroken and desperate to make her own way in the world. As she
begins to forge a life for herself in the city, a forbidden love returns and she is
faced with a choice that could destroy all she has built. When disaster changes
her life forever, starting the Wattle Island Book Club is the only thing that offers
her solace. Courage. Librarian Grace Elliot has been writing bucket lists since
she was seven. Being asked to revive the dormant Wattle Island Book Club
ticks another item off her list. Arriving on the island, she finds not everyone
is happy to have the book club back. All too aware of how fragile life is, Grace
knows she has to help the residents of Wattle Island find the bravery to move
beyond their past. Hope. Eight years ago tragedy brought the Wattle Island
Book Club to an end.
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The Nowhere Child
Author: Christian White
Format: Compact Disc
On her lunch break in Melbourne, Kim Leamy is approached by a stranger
investigating the disappearance of a little girl from her Kentucky home
twenty-eight years earlier. He believes Kim is that girl. At first she brushes it off,
but soon finds herself questioning her family history and begins to unravel an
unexpectedly dark past.

The Last Truehart
Author: Darry Fraser
Format: eBook, eAudiobook, Book
1898, Geelong, Victoria. Stella Truehart is all alone in the world. Her good-fornothing husband has died violently at the hands of an unknown assailant. Her
mother is dead, her father deserted them before she was born, and now her
kindly Truehart grandparents are also in their graves.Private detective Bendigo
Barrett has been tasked with finding Stella. He believes his client’s intentions are
good, but it is evident that someone with darker motives is also seeking her. For
her own part Stella is fiercely independent, but as danger mounts she agrees to
work with Bendigo and before long they travel together to Sydney to meet his
mysterious client where they discover more questions than answers.What role
do a stolen precious jewel and a long-ago US Civil War ship play in Stella’s story?
Will sudden bloodshed prevent the resolution of the mystery and stand in the
way of her feelings for Bendigo? It is time, at last, for the truth to be revealed ...

The Silent Patient
Author: Alex Michaelides
Format: Book
Alicia Berenson writes a diary as a release, an outlet - and to prove to
her beloved husband that everything is fine. She can’t bear the thought
of worrying Gabriel, or causing him pain. Until, late one evening, Alicia
shoots Gabriel five times and then never speaks another word. Forensic
psychotherapist Theo Faber is convinced he can successfully treat Alicia, where
all others have failed. Obsessed with investigating her crime, his discoveries
suggest Alicia’s silence goes far deeper than he first thought. And if she
speaks, would he want to hear the truth? The Silent Patient is a heart-stopping
debut thriller about a woman’s brutal and random act of violence against her
husband - and the man obsessed with discovering why.
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The Jam Queens
Author: Josephine Moon
Format: eBook
Award-winning jam maker Aggie is determined to take her Barossa Valley
cafe to new heights. She has put the pain of unsuccessful IVF treatments and
a broken relationship behind her, and is focused on the many wonderful
possibilities life still holds in store. When an invitation to travel across Australia
on the Ghan for her mother’s seventieth birthday comes her way, she is at first
apprehensive. But the trip offers a precious opportunity to spend some quality
time with both her disgruntled mother, Valeria, and her distant daughter,
Holly, as well as her meddling great-aunt, Myrtle. The four generations of the
family, all single women, will be reunited at last. As the iconic train chugs
its way beneath majestic desert skies, Aggie’s difficult past resurfaces, her
business comes under threat, and long-held family rifts reignite. To complicate
things further, she’s distracted by the attentions of a handsome younger man
on his own search for meaning in some of the country’s most remote and
magical places.

The Wattle Seed Inn
Author: Leonie Kelsall
Format: eBook
Three aching hearts, a ramshackle country pub and a tangled web of secrets. PR
executive Gabrielle Moreau knows she has an easy life, but when her business
partner claims she lacks career passion she takes ownership of a dilapidated
pub in a tiny riverside settlement to prove she can be a success without falling
back on her privilege. Eighteen months ago, Settlers Bridge stonemason Hayden
Paech had it all: a job he loved, good mates and a close family. All he needed
was the right woman to come along and he was ready to settle down. But one
poor choice stole that chance and he’ll never risk caring for anyone again. Living
at Wurruldi Hotel for ... goodness, so many years, Ilse has seen more changes
of ownership than she can recall. Clinging to her failing memories, she’s tired
of trying to protect the property her grandparents built. With the arrival of the
elegant Gabrielle Moreau, however, it seems that finally an owner may recognise
the importance of recapturing the grace and dignity of Ilse’s past. For Ilse to find
peace, Hayden forgiveness and Gabrielle her true passion, three aching hearts
must reveal their secrets.
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