Staff Picks

July 2022

Welcome to our Staff Picks newsletter where we will share with you what we are reading, listening to or
watching.

Palace of the Drowned

Steal

Author: Christine (Christine Rose) Mangan
Format: Book

Author: James Patterson
Format: eAudiobook, Book, Compact Disc

It’s 1966 and Frankie Croy retreats to her friend’s
vacant palazzo in Venice. Years have passed since
the initial success of Frankie’s debut novel and
she has spent her career trying to live up to the
expectations. Now, after a particularly scathing
review of her most recent work, alongside a very
public breakdown, she needs to recharge and
get re-inspired. Then Gilly appears. A precocious
young admirer eager to make friends, Gilly seems
determined to insinuate herself into Frankie’s
solitary life. But there’s something about the
young woman that gives Frankie pause. How
much of what Gilly tells her is the truth? As a
series of lies and revelations emerge, the lives of
these two women will be tragically altered as the
catastrophic 1966 flooding of Venice ravages the
city.

Imagine everyone’s surprise when Carter von
Oehson, a sophomore in Dr. Dylan Reinhart’s
Abnormal Psychology class, posts on Instagram
that he plans to kill himself. 24 hours later and still
no one has seen him. A massive search ensues.
But when Carter’s sailboat rolls in with the tide
without him or anyone else on it, the worst seems
to be confirmed. He really did it... Or did he? The
one person convinced he’s still alive is his father,
Mathias von Oehson, founder and CEO of the
world’s largest hedge fund. But what Mathias
knows and how he knows it would ultimately is a
secret too damaging to reveal. There’s no way he
can go to the police. But there’s still someone he
can turn to. Dylan now finds himself wrapped up
in multimillion-dollar secrets and danger and it’s
going to take every bit of his wit to stay ahead of
his enemy.

Last Girl Ghosted
Author: Lisa Unger
Format: Book
She met him through a dating app. An intriguing
picture on a screen, a meeting at a downtown bar.
What she thought might be just a quick hookup
quickly became much more. She fell for him -hard. But then, just as things were getting real,
he stood her up. Then he disappeared -- profiles
deleted, phone disconnected. She was ghosted.
Maybe it was her fault. She shared too much, too
fast. But soon she learns there were others. Girls
who thought they were in love, who later went
missing. She had been looking for a connection,
but now she’s looking for answers. Chasing a
digital trail into his dark past -- and hers -- she
finds herself on a dangerous hunt. And she’s not
sure whether she’s the predator -- or the prey.

The Torrent
Author: Dinuka McKenzie
Format: eBook, eAudiobook, Book
“A loving husband lost to devastating summer
floods. A teenage girl injured during a robbery.
Two seemingly unconnected cases that will push
a detective to the brink. In Northern New South
Wales, heavily pregnant and a week away from
maternity leave, Detective Sergeant Kate Miles
is exhausted and counting down the days. But
a violent hold-up at a local fast-food restaurant
with unsettling connections to her own past,
means that her final days will be anything but
straightforward. When a second case is dumped
on her lap, the closed case of man drowned in
recent summer floods, what begins as a simple
informal review quickly grows into something
more complicated. Kate can either write the
report that’s expected of her or investigate
the case the way she wants to. As secrets and
betrayals pile up, and the needs of her own
family intervene, how far is Kate prepared to
push to discover the truth?
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Burnt Out

Hollywood Homicide

Author: Victoria Brookman
Format: eBook

Author: Kellye Garrett
Format: eBook

Calida Lyons is having a very bad week. She’s
long past deadline for her still-unwritten second
novel; her husband has just left her; and her
Blue Mountains community is being threatened
by bushfires. Just as she hits rock bottom, she’s
forced to shelter with neighbours while a fire
incinerates everything she owns. Devastated and
emotional in front of news cameras, Cali delivers a
blistering, unfiltered rebuke to the nation’s rich to
do something. Her rant goes viral, and she quickly
becomes the latest celebrity face of the climate
movement. Soon she’s offered a harbourside
refuge by handsome tech billionaire Arlo Richard,
her publisher is delighted with the new novel
she’s writing, and she’s the darling of high society.
But things aren’t as they seem. It’s all built on lies,
and Cali’s pretty sure that the precarious house of
cards she’s built is about to come tumbling down.

Dayna Anderson doesn’t set out to solve a
murder. All the semi-famous, mega-broke black
actress wants is to help her parents keep their
house. After witnessing a deadly hit-and-run, she
figures pursuing the fifteen-grand reward isn’t
the craziest thing a Hollywood actress has done
for some cash. But what starts as simply trying to
remember a speeding car soon blossoms into a
full-on investigation. As Dayna digs deeper into
the victim’s life, she wants more than just reward
money. She’s determined to find the poor woman’s
killer too. When she connects the accident to a
notorious Hollywood crime spree, Dayna chases
down leads at paparazzi hot spots, celeb homes
and movie premieres. She loves every second—
until someone tries to kill her. And there are no
second takes in real life.

The Pursuit of Love

The Maid
Author: Nita Prose
Format: eBook, Book
A charmingly eccentric hotel maid discovers a
guest murdered in his bed, turning her once
orderly world upside down--and inspiring a
motley crew of unexpected allies to band together
to solve the mystery--in this utterly original
debut. Molly Dunn is not like everyone else. She
struggles with social skills and interprets people
literally. Her gran used to interpret the world for
her, codifying it into simple rules that Molly could
live by. Since Gran died a few months ago, twentyfive-year-old Molly has had to navigate life’s
complexities all by herself. No matter--she throws
herself with gusto into her work as a hotel maid.
Her unique character, along with her obsessive
love of cleaning and proper etiquette, make her
an ideal fit for the job. She delights in donning her
crisp uniform each morning, stocking her cart with
miniature soaps and bottles, and returning guest
rooms at the Regency Grand Hotel to a state of
perfection. But Molly’s orderly life is turned on its
head the day she enters the suite of the infamous
and wealthy Charles Black, only to find it in a state
of disarray and Mr. Black himself very dead in his
bed. Before she knows what’s happening, Molly’s
odd demeanor has the police targeting her as
their lead suspect and she finds herself in a web
of subtext and nuance she has no idea how to
untangle.

Author: Nancy Mitford
Format: Book
First penned during WWII and published in 1945,
this is a classic coming-of-age novel of Linda
Radlett, a precocious young woman growing up in
Cotswald high society: her father – who hunts his
children with bloodhounds, to their amusement
but others’ horror – is a lord, her mother is absentminded, and her siblings are a riot! Told from the
perspective of the heroine’s best friend, young
outsider Fanny, who often visits her Radlett
cousins in the country, this semi-biographical
story is often laugh-out-loud funny, bitingly witty,
and perfect reading for a dreary day. Also try: I
Capture the Castle by Dodie Smith, author of The
101 Dalmations.

Gypsy. The complete series.
Format: DVD
New York City therapist Jean Holloway (Naomi
Watts) becomes involved with her patients and
their lives in this psychological thriller series
written and created by Lisa Rubin.
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Unforgiven

The Golden Couple

Author: Sarah Barrie
Format: eBook, eAudiobook, Book

Author: Sarah Pekkanen
Format: eBook, Book

Lexi Winter is tough, street-smart and has stood
on her own two feet since childhood, when she
was a victim of notorious paedophile the Spider.
All she cares about now is a roof over her head and
her long-term relationship with Johnny Walker.
She isn’t particular about who she sleeps with ... as
long as they pay before leaving. Lexi is also an ace
hacker, tracking and entrapping local paedophiles
and reporting them to the cops. When she finds
a particularly dangerous paedophile who the
police can’t touch, she decides to gather enough
evidence to put him away. Instead, she’s a witness
to his death ...Detective Inspector Rachael
Langley is the cop who cracked the Spider case,
18 years earlier - but failed to protect Lexi. Now
a man claiming to be the real Spider is emulating
his murderous acts, and Rachael is under
pressure from government, media and her police
colleagues. Did she get it wrong all those years
ago, or is this killer is a copycat? Lexi and Rachael
cross paths at last, the Spider in their sights ... but
they may be too late ...

If Avery Chambers can’t fix you in ten sessions, she
won’t take you on as a client. She helps people
overcome everything, from domineering parents
to assault. Her successes almost help her absorb
the emptiness she feels since her husband’s death.
Marissa and Mathew Bishop seem like the golden
couple, until Marissa cheats. She wants to repair
things, both because she loves her husband and
for the sake of their eight-year-old son. After a
friend forwards an article about Avery, Marissa
takes a chance on this maverick therapist, who
lost her license due to controversial methods.
When the Bishops glide through Avery’s door and
Marissa reveals her infidelity, all three are set on a
collision course.

What Happened to the Bennetts
Author: Lisa Scottoline
Format: Book
Your family has been attacked, never again to be
the same. Now you have to choose between law...
and justice. Jason Bennett is a suburban dad who
owns a court-reporting business, but one night,
his life takes a horrific turn. He is driving his family
home after his daughter’s lacrosse game when
a pickup truck begins tailgating them, on a dark
stretch of road. Suddenly two men jump from the
pickup and pull guns on Jason, demanding the car.
A horrific flash of violence changes his life forever.
Later that awful night, Jason and his family receive
a visit from the FBI. The agents tell them that the
carjackers were members of a dangerous drugtrafficking organization - and now Jason and his
family are in their crosshairs. The agents advise the
Bennetts to enter the witness protection program
right away, and they have no choice but to agree.
But WITSEC was designed to protect criminal
informants, not law-abiding families. Taken from
all they know, trapped in an unfamiliar life, the
Bennetts begin to fall apart at the seams. Then
Jason learns a shocking truth and realises that he
has to take matters into his own hands.

The Getaway
Author: Isabelle Broom
Format: Book
Most people travel to Croatia for its endless
sunshine, pebbly beaches and crystal clear sea.
Kate goes there to disappear. She needs to escape
from a life that has fallen apart in spectacular and
public fashion, and no one on the beautiful island
of Hvar knows who she is or what she’s running
away from. Until she meets another lonely soul.
Alex is different to any man Kate has ever known,
yet the connection between them is undeniable.
She soon begins to open up in ways she never has
before -- not even to herself. But Kate is not the
only person in Hvar hiding secrets. And, as she is
about to discover, it is always only a matter of time
before the truth catches up with you...

A Little Bird
Author: Wendy James
Format: Book
Running from a bad relationship, journalist Jo
Sharpe heads home to Arthurville, the droughtstricken town she turned her back on years
earlier. While some things have changed -- her
relationship with her ailing, crotchety father,
her new job at the community newspaper -- Jo
finds that her return has rekindled the grief and
uncertainty she experienced during her childhood
following the inexplicable disappearance of her
mother and baby sister. Returning to Arthurville
has its unexpected pleasures, though, as Jo
happily reconnects with old friends and makes a
few new ones.
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