
Davitt Awards 2022 Shortlists 
Sisters in Crime Australia has announced the shortlists for the 2022 Davitt Awards for best crime books 
by Australian women.
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Unforgiven
Author: Sarah Barrie
Format: eBook, eAudiobook, Book

Lexi Winter is tough, street-smart and has stood on her own two feet since 
childhood, when she was a victim of notorious paedophile the Spider. All she cares 
about now is a roof over her head and her long-term relationship with Johnny 
Walker. She isn’t particular about who she sleeps with ... as long as they pay before 
leaving. Lexi is also an ace hacker, tracking and entrapping local paedophiles and 
reporting them to the cops. When she finds a particularly dangerous paedophile 
who the police can’t touch, she decides to gather enough evidence to put him 
away. Instead, she’s a witness to his death ...Detective Inspector Rachael Langley 
is the cop who cracked the Spider case, 18 years earlier - but failed to protect Lexi. 
Now a man claiming to be the real Spider is emulating his murderous acts, and 
Rachael is under pressure from government, media and her police colleagues. 
Did she get it wrong all those years ago, or is this killer is a copycat? Lexi and 
Rachael cross paths at last, the Spider in their sights ... but they may be too late ...

Before You Knew My Name
Author: Jacqueline Bublitz
Format: eBook, Large Print

When she arrived in New York on her 18th birthday carrying nothing but $600 
cash and a stolen camera, Alice was looking for a fresh start. Now, just one 
month later, she is the city’s latest Jane Doe, an unidentified murder victim. 
Ruby Jones is also trying to start over; she travelled halfway around the world 
only to find herself lonelier than ever. Until she finds Alice Lee’s body by the 
Hudson River. From this first, devastating encounter, the two women form an 
unbreakable bond. Alice is sure that Ruby is the key to solving the mystery 
of her life - and death. And Ruby - struggling to forget what she saw that 
morning - finds herself unable to let Alice go. Not until she is given the ending 
she deserves.

Bodies of Light 
Author: Jennifer Down
Format: eBook

A quiet, small-town existence. An unexpected Facebook message, jolting her 
back to the past. A history she’s reluctant to revisit- dark memories and unspoken 
trauma, warning knocks on bedroom walls, unfathomable loss. She became a 
new person a long time ago. What happens when buried stories are dragged 
into the light?
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Shelter 

Author: Catherine Jinks
Format: eBook, eAudiobook, Book

Meg lives alone. A little place in the bush outside town. A perfect place to hide. 
That’s one of the reasons she offers to shelter Nerine, who’s escaping a violent 
ex. The other is that Meg knows what it’s like to live with an abusive partner. 
Nerine is jumpy and her two little girls are frightened. It tells Meg all she needs 
to know about where they’ve come from and she’s not that surprised when 
Nerine asks her to get hold of a gun. But she knows it’s unnecessary. They’re safe 
now. Then she starts to wonder about some little things. A disturbed flyscreen. 
A tune playing on her windchimes. Has Nerine’s ex tracked them down? Has 
Meg’s husband turned up to torment her some more? By the time she finds out 
it’ll be too late to do anything but run for her life.

Author: Vanessa McCausland
Format: eBook, eAudiobook

Sylvie is a lover of words and a collector of stories, only she has lost her own. She 
has no words for that night at the lighthouse when their lives changed forever. 
What happened to cleave her apart from her best friend and soulmate, Kase? 
Sylvie yearns to rekindle their deep connection, so when Kase invites her to the 
wild Tasmanian coast to celebrate her 40th birthday, Sylvie accepts - despite the 
ghosts she must face. As Sylvie struggles to find her feet among old friends,she 
bonds with local taxi boat driver Holden. But he is hiding from the world, too.
Through an inscription in an old book, Sylvie and Kase discover their mothers 
have a history, hidden from their daughters. As they unpick what took place 
decades before, they’re forced to face the rift in their own friendship,and the 
question of whether it’s ever okay to keep a secret to protect the person you love.

The Beautiful Words 

Once There Were Wolves
Author: Charlotte McConaghy
Format: eBook

Inti Flynn arrives in Scotland with her twin sister, Aggie, to lead a team tasked 
with reintroducing fourteen grey wolves into the remote Highlands. She hopes 
to heal not only the dying landscape, but a broken Aggie, too. However, Inti is 
not the woman she once was, and may be in need of rewilding herself. Despite 
fierce opposition from the locals, Inti’s wolves surprise everyone by thriving, 
and she begins to let her guard down, even opening up to the possibility of 
love. But when a local farmer is found dead, Inti knows where the town will lay 
blame. Unable to accept her wolves could be responsible, she makes a reckless 
decision to protect them, testing every instinct she has. But if her wolves 
didn’t make the kill, then who did? And what will she do when the man she’s 
been seeing becomes the main suspect? Propulsive and spellbinding, Once 
There Were Wolves is the unforgettable tale of a woman desperate to save the 
creatures she loves.
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The Family Doctor
Author: Debra Oswald
Format: eBook

Paula is a dedicated suburban GP, who is devastated by the murder of a 
friend and her children by their estranged husband and father. Stacey and 
the children had been staying with her after fleeing his control, and Paula 
is haunted by the thought that she couldn’t protect them when they most 
needed it. How had she missed the warning signs? How had she failed to keep 
them safe? Not long after, a patient with suspicious injuries brings her anxious 
young son into Paula’s surgery. The woman admits that her husband hurts her, 
but she’s terrified to leave for fear of escalating the violence, and defeated by 
the consistent failures of the law to help her. Can Paula go against everything 
she believes to make sure one woman is saved, one child spared? She isn’t 
motivated by revenge. She’s desperately trying to prevent a tragedy .

The Second Son 

Author: Loraine Peck
Format: eBook, eAudiobook

Duty always has a price. When Ivan Novak is shot dead putting out his garbage 
bins in Sydney’s west, his family wants revenge, especially his father Milan, a 
notorious crime boss. It’s a job for the second son, Ivan’s younger brother Johnny. 
But Johnny loves his wife Amy and their son Sasha. And she’s about to deliver her 
ultimatum - either the three of them escape this wave of killing or she’ll leave, 
taking Sasha. Torn between loyalty to his family and love for his wife, Johnny 
plans the heist of a lifetime and takes a huge risk. Is he prepared to pay the price? 
And what choice will Amy make? THE SECOND SON is a brilliant action-packed 
crime debut that creates a world where honour is everything, violence is its own 
language, and love means breaking all the rules.

Author: Lyn Yeowart
Format: Compact Disc

In the cold, wet summer of 1960, 11-year-old Joy Henderson lives in constant 
fear of her father. She tries to make him happy but, as he keeps reminding 
her, she is nothing but a filthy sinner destined for Hell ... Yet, decades later, she 
returns to the family’s farm to nurse him on his death bed. To her surprise, her 
‘perfect’ sister Ruth is also there, whispering dark words, urging revenge. Then 
the day after their father finally confesses to a despicable crime, Joy finds him 
dead – with a belt pulled tight around his neck ... For Senior Constable Alex 
Shepherd, investigating George’s murder revives memories of an unsolved 
case still haunting him since that strange summer of 1960: the disappearance 
of nine-year-old Wendy Boscombe. As seemingly impossible facts surface 
about the Hendersons – from the past and the present – Shepherd suspects 
that Joy is pulling him into an intricate web of lies and that Wendy’s 
disappearance is the key to the bizarre truth.

The Silent Listener
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Sugar Town Queens
Author: Malla Nunn

Format: eBook, Book

When Amandla wakes up on her fifteenth birthday, she knows it’s going to be 
one of her mother’s difficult days. Her mother has had another vision. This one 
involves Amandla wearing a bedsheet loosely stitched as a dress. An outfit, her 
mother says, is certain to bring Amandla’s father back home, as if he were the 
prince and this was the fairytale ending their family was destined for. But in truth, 
Amandla’s father has long been gone--since before Amandla was born--and even 
her mother’s memory of him is hazy. In fact, many of her mother’s memories 
from before Amandla was born are hazy. It’s just one of the many reasons people 
in Sugar Town give them strange looks--that and the fact her mother is white and 
Amandla is Black. When Amandla finds a mysterious address in the bottom of her 
mother’s handbag along with a large amount of cash, she decides it’s finally time 
to get answers about her mother’s life. What she discovers will change the shape 
and size of her family forever. But with her best friends at her side, Amandla is 
ready to take on family secrets and the devil himself. These Sugar Town queens 
are ready to take over the world to expose the hard truths of their lives.

Night Ride into Danger

Author: Jackie French
Format: eBook, Book, Compact Disc

It’s often a dark and dangerous journey for the Cobb and Co night mail coach, 
but when his coach-driver father is injured, young Jem Donovan must take the 
reins. Surely a boy like Jem can’t handle a team of four horses and guide the 
coach on a rough bush track through fog and untold dangers? But there are 
six passengers on the coach tonight, each with a secret. And if Jem can’t get 
them all to Goulburn by the morning, the seventh secret may be deadly.

Author: Leanne Hall
Format: eBook

When sixteen-year-old Yin Mitchell is abducted, the news reverberates 
through the whole Year Ten class at Balmoral Ladies College. As the hours tick 
by, the girls know the chance of Yin being found alive is becoming smaller and 
smaller. Everyone is affected by Yin’s disappearance even scholarship student 
Chloe, who usually stays out of Balmoral dramas, is drawn into the maelstrom. 
And when she begins to form an uneasy alliance with Natalia, the queen of 
Year Ten, things get even more complicated. A tribute to friendship in all its 
guises, this is a moving examination of vulnerability and strength, safety and 
danger, and the particular uncertainties young women face in the world.

The Gaps
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Author: Nicki Greenberg
Format: Book

For as long as she can remember, Pepper Stark has wanted one thing: to join 
her father, the Captain, aboard the magnificent RMS Aquitania on a voyage 
to New York. She has never been allowed to set foot on her father’s ship, until 
now. From the decadent food to the star-studded passenger list, travelling 
First Class on Aquitania is every bit as glamorous as Pepper had imagined. 
And most dazzling of all is American stage sensation Perdita West, wearing 
the world-famous Saffron Diamond around her neck. When the priceless jewel 
disappears mid-voyage, Pepper unexpectedly finds herself entangled in the 
crime. With the Captain’s reputation at stake, Pepper and her new friends 
set out to solve the mystery. But finding a missing diamond isn’t so easy on 
Aquitania, where everyone has something to hide.

The Detective’s Guide to Ocean Travel 

Larrimah

Author: Caroline Graham
Format: eBook

A dying town, a missing man. One of Australia’s greatest mysteries - two 
whodunnits, twisted together. Larrimah: hot, barren, a speck of dust in the centre 
of the nothingness of outback Australia. Where you might find a death adder in 
the bar and a spider or ten in the toaster. Maybe it’s stupid to write a love letter 
to a town that looks like this, especially when it’s someone else’s town. A town 
where there’s nothing to see, nothing to buy and the closest thing to an attraction 
is a weird Pink Panther in a gyrocopter whose head falls off intermittently. A town 
steeped in ancient superstition and pockmarked with sinkholes. It’s Kadaitja 
country. People go missing in the bush there, the traditional owners say. It’s 
doubly stupid to write a love letter to a town where someone did go missing 
and one of the remaining residents might be a murderer. A town at the centre of 
one of the biggest mysteries outback Australia has ever seen - a weird, swirling 
whodunnit about camel pies and wild donkeys and drug deals and crocodiles, 
a case that’s had police scratching their heads for years, while journalists and 
filmmakers and Hollywood turn up, from time to time, to ask what the hell 
happened here. And it makes no sense to fall for a place when the town is 
crumbling into the dust and it looks a lot like your love letter might end up being 
a eulogy. But whatever happened in Larrimah, it’s strange and precious and 
surprisingly funny. Journalists Kylie Stevenson and Caroline Graham have spent 
years trying to pin it down - what happened to Paddy Moriarty and his dog, how 
they disappeared, how they might take the whole town and something even 
bigger with them.
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Author: Kate Holden
Format: Book, Compact Disc

On a country road in Croppa Creek, farmer Ian Turnbull faced environmental 
officer Glen Turner. What happened next shocked Australia. An epic true 
story of greed, power and a desire for legacy from an acclaimed Australian 
storyteller. July 2014, a lonely road at twilight outside Croppa Creek, New 
South Wales- 80-year-old farmer Ian Turnbull takes out a .22 and shoots 
environmental officer Glen Turner in the back. On one side, a farmer hoping 
to secure his family’s wealth on the richest agricultural soil in the country. On 
the other, his obsession- the government man trying to apply environmental 
laws. The brutal killing of Glen Turner splits open the story of our place on this 
land. Is our time on this soil a tale of tragedy or triumph - are we reaping what 
we’ve sown? Do we owe protection to the land, or does it owe us a living? And 
what happens when, in pursuit of an inheritance for his family, a man creates 
terrible consequences? Kate Holden brings her discerning eye to a gripping 
tale of law, land and entitlement. It is the story of Australia.

The Winter Road

The Waterhole 
Author: Lily Malone

Format: eBook

When a backyard dare to discover the source of a fabled waterhole uncovers 
human bones, small town detective, Marley West, leaps at the chance to kickstart 
his stalled career. But it’s more than two decades since developers filled the 
Cowaramup creek. The woman who owned the land-the Ross family matriarch-
has passed away. Relations between her sons, Jack and Bill, are colder than 
the case. Then the Ross family learn Marley is the grandson of notorious police 
sergeant, Alan West, the corrupt cop who once ruled the town with an iron fist. 
To solve the case, Marley must gain the trust of three people with no reason to 
trust each other and less reason to trust him: Bill, who left the love of his life to 
fight in Vietnam; charismatic Jack, who could always catch the eye of a pretty 
girl; and city school teacher, Annette, whose move to Cowaramup in 1966 would 
change the Ross brothers’ lives forever. As he navigates a tangled web of lies 
and betrayals, jealousies and murder, Marley has to ask himself: are these bones 
better left buried?

Shiver

Author: Allie Reynolds
Format: Large Print, Compact Disc

When Milla is invited to a reunion in the French Alps resort that saw the peak 
of her snowboarding career, she drops everything to go. While she would 
rather forget the events of that winter, the invitation comes from Curtis, the 
one person she can’t seem to let go. The five friends haven’t seen each other 
for 10 years, since the disappearance of the beautiful and enigmatic Saskia. But 
when an icebreaker game turns menacing, they realise they don’t know who 
has really gathered them there and how far they will go to find the truth. In a 
deserted lodge high up a mountain, the secrets of the past are about to come 
to light.
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Crime Writer

Author: Dime Sheppard
Format: eBook

Evie Howland has problems. Guns. Bombs. Murderers. And that’s just on 
the page… In real life she’s meant to be planning a wedding to adorable 
billionaire Daniel Bradley, but Evie is seriously snarled in the sixteenth book 
of her successful crime series. In fact, her protagonists are becoming almost 
impossible to wrangle: NYPD detective Carolyn Harding is volatile after a 
messy divorce, and Detective Jay Ryan has that heated look in his blue eyes 
again. They’re both sick of being written. And frankly they’re getting a little…
physical. Evie is beginning to wonder if she’s ever going to finish Book Sixteen 
and get them back into fiction where they belong.
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