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Staff Picks

Welcome to our Staff Picks newsletter where we will share with you what we are reading, listening to or 
watching.

The Alchemist’s Secret
Author: Scott Mariani
Format: eBook

A former élite member of the SAS, Ben is tortured 
by a tragedy from his past and now devotes his 
life to finding kidnapped children. When Ben 
is recruited to locate an ancient manuscript 
which could save a dying child, he embarks on 
the deadliest quest of his life. The document is 
alleged to contain the formula for the elixir of life, 
discovered by the brilliant alchemist Fulcanelli 
decades before. But it soon becomes apparent 
that others are hunting this most precious of 
treasures - for far more evil ends. When the secrets 
of alchemy hidden within the pages remain 
impenetrable, Ben teams up with beautiful 
American scientist Dr Roberta Ryder to crack the 
code. It seems that everyone - from the Nazis 
during WW2 and powerful Catholic organisation 
Gladius Domini - wants to unearth the secrets 
of immortality. The trail leads Ben and Roberta 
from Paris to the ancient Cathar strongholds of 
the Languedoc, where an astonishing secret has 
lain hidden for centuries…
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Author: Fleur Ferris
Format: eBook, Book

When Ben is dumped with his country relatives 
for the holidays, he starts counting down the 
days until it’s over, hating every second. But Ben’s 
stay takes a sharp turn when he comes across 
his great-great grandfather’s journal - the final 
entry being from one hundred years ago, right 
after he was shot.With his cousin, Josh, Ben starts 
unravelling mysteries, lies and shocking crimes. 
Can the two boys beat the odds to resolve a 
century of bad blood between two families? A 
dangerous treasure hunt could hold the answers 
- or it could be a journey from which there is no 
return.

The Secrets of Sainte Madeleine
Author: Tilly Bagshawe
Format: Book

Elise would do anything to inherit Sainte 
Madeleine, the vineyard that’s been home to the 
Salignacs for generations. Only Laurent Senard, a 
distant cousin, is a rival for her heart - yet when 
a family rift sends her on a new and dangerous 
path, she risks losing them both. Laurent Senard’s 
love for Elise was planted at Sainte Madeleine 
long ago. But with the shadow of war sweeping 
over Europe, Laurent must leave France to fight. 
Through the years of longing, secrecy and tragedy 
that follow, he vows to find his way back - if only 
it isn’t too late.

The Truth About Faking It
Author: Cassie Hamer
Format: eBook, eAudiobook

The Trainor women have always been excellent 
at hiding their true feelings... until now. Ellen’s 
estranged husband, David, has managed to 
interrupt her fabulous life of bridge and zumba 
by getting himself killed in a Thai boating 
accident. She’s hardly surprised. It’s simply 
the final in a long line of mistakes, the first 
was leaving her to go on a worldwide sailing 
trip with his mysterious, long-lost brother. Ah, 
well. At least she’s now free to marry her rich 
but dull boyfriend, Kenneth. Regrettably, her 
daughter, self-possessed TV news broadcaster 
Natasha and granddaughter, reality TV producer 
Georgie, seem to take the whole ‘dead’ thing 
very personally and they decide to dig deeper, 
though neither really has time. Natasha is on the 
nose at her network and a toxic secret from her 
past is about to set off a catastrophic personal 
crisis. 

Seven Days

Dry
Author: Neal Shusterman
Format: eBook, Book

The drought -- or the Tap-Out, as everyone calls it 
-- has been going on for a while now. Everyone’s 
lives have become an endless list of don’ts: don’t 
water the lawn, don’t take long showers, don’t 
panic. Until the taps run dry. Suddenly, Alyssa’s 
quiet suburban street spirals into a warzone of 
desperation; neighbours and families turned 
against each other on the hunt for water. And 
when her parents don’t return, she and her 
younger brother must team up with an unlikely 
group in search of water. Each of them will need 
to make impossible choices to survive.
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Author: Kristan Higgins
Format: eBook, Book

 “The Tufts scholarship that put Nora Stuart on 
the path to becoming a Boston medical specialist 
was a step forward. Being hit by a car and then 
overhearing her boyfriend hit on another doctor 
when she thought she was dying? Two major 
steps back. Injured in more ways than one, Nora 
feels her carefully built life cracking at the edges. 
There’s only one place to land: home. But the tiny 
Maine community she left fifteen years ago doesn’t 
necessarily want her. At every turn, someone 
holds the prodigal daughter of Scupper Island 
responsible for small-town drama and big-time 
disappointments. With a tough islander mother 
who’s always been distant and a wild-child sister 
in jail, unable to raise her daughter--a withdrawn 
teen as eager to ditch the island as Nora once was-
-Nora has her work cut out for her if she’s going to 
take what might be her last chance to mend the 
family. But as some relationships crumble around 
her, others unexpectedly strengthen. Balancing 
loss and opportunity, a dark event from her past 
with hope for the future, Nora will discover that 
tackling old pain makes room for promise, and the 
chance to begin again.”
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The Prodigal Sister
Author: Darry Fraser
Format: eAudiobook, Book

1900, Melbourne, Victoria. Miss Prudence North is 
freshly returned from university in Scotland and 
determined to find her place among the male-
dominated world of the new forensic sciences 
when a high-ranking policeman waylays her. He 
threatens to charge her father for illegal medical 
practices unless she helps him build a case against 
local landowner Jasper Darke by spying on him. 
With her sister’s illness worsening, if their income 
disappears, Prudence will have to take on nursing 
and domestic duties and she’ll never have the 
freedom she craves. Prudence has no choice but 
to agree. Immediately taken with the handsome 
Mr Darke, a seemingly good and honest man, 
Prudence can’t see what nefarious activities 
she’s meant to be reporting on. She’ll have to get 
closer...But when a body turns up at her father’s 
surgery, the forensics reveal to Prudence there’s 
more going on about all this than meets the eye. 
It’s clear it’s up to her to uncover the truth - of this 
murder, of whatever’s going on at the surgery 
after hours and, especially, of the intriguing Jasper 
Darke. Her life, her family and her future rely on it.

Now That You Mention It
Author: Kirstin Chen
Format: eAudiobook, Book

Meet Ava. Rule-abiding lawyer who has ticked 
all of life’s boxes. She’s married to a successful 
surgeon and has just taken an indefinite career 
break to raise her adorable toddler. A picture-
perfect life. Meet Winnie. Ava’s old college 
roommate. Once awkward, quiet and apparently 
academically challenged, she left Standford in a 
shroud of scandal. But now, she is charismatic, 
wealthy and has returned to town dripping in 
designer accessories. An actual perfect life. When 
the two women bump into one another at a local 
coffee shop, it seems like fate has intervened: 
Winnie’s new-found success is courtesy of a shady 
business and she needs a favour; Ava is realising 
she is not built for the stay-at-home life. But what 
starts as one favour turns into two, then three, and 
soon Ava is in far deeper than she ever imagined. 
Now Ava has to make the ultimate decision: cut 
and run, or risk it all?

Counterfeit

Broom With a View
Author: Morgana Best
Format: eBook, eAudiobook

Join Goldie Bloom, a thirty something, high flying 
real estate agent sent out into the wilds of quiet 
seaside Australia by the boss who broke her heart.
She is hardly expecting to inherit a cranky 
mystical wombat, discover she is descended from 
an ancient coven of sea witches, or find herself 
in the middle of a town with no coffee, but that’s 
precisely what happens. Goldie does her best 
to solve a murder, come into her powers, and 
stop that wombat from terrorising the ladies of 
the retirement village, all the while fighting her 
attraction for Detective Max Grayson.
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Heads You Win
Author: Jeffrey Archer
Format: eAudiobook, Book

Alexander Karpenko is no ordinary child, and from 
an early age, it is clear he is destined to lead his 
countrymen. But when his father is assassinated 
by the KGB for defying the state, he and his 
mother will have to escape from Russia if they 
hope to survive. At the docks, they are confronted 
with an irreversible choice: should they board 
a container ship bound for America, or Great 
Britain? Alexander leaves that choice to the toss of 
a coin. In a single moment, a double twist decides 
Alexander’s future. During an epic tale of fate and 
fortune, spanning two continents and thirty years, 
we follow his triumphs and defeats as he struggles 
as an immigrant to conquer his new world. As this 
unique story unfolds, Alexander comes to realize 
where his destiny lies, and accepts that he must 
face the past he left behind in Russia.

Author: Robert Gold
Format: Audio Disc

Ben Harper’s life changed forever the day his older 
brother Nick was murdered by two classmates. It 
was a crime that shocked the nation and catapulted 
Ben’s family and their idyllic hometown, Haddley, 
into the spotlight. Twenty years on, Ben is one 
of the best true crime journalists in the country 
and happily settled back in Haddley, thanks to 
the support of its close-knit community. But 
when a fresh murder case shines new light on his 
brother’s death and throws suspicion on those 
closest to him, Ben’s world is turned upside down 
once more. He’s about to discover that Haddley 
is a town full of secrets. No one is as they seem. 
Everyone has something to hide. And someone 
will go to any length to keep the truth buried...

Twelve Secrets

Just Got Real
Author: Jane Fallon
Format: eAudiobook, Book

When happily divorced Joni is reluctantly talked 
into joining a dating app, she is surprised to 
quickly hit it off with Ant. Phone calls and texts 
soon evolve into a plan to meet up. Which is a 
problem, as Joni’s profile picture is of someone 
else. Joni daren’t confess her lie. Yet unable to 
stop thinking about what might have been, she 
hatches a plan to ‘meet’ Ant in real life without 
revealing who she really is. Once she and Ant are 
an item, however, it’s soon clear that the only thing 
Ant was honest about was his profile picture. He’s 
still online dating. And intimately texting other 
women. So Joni contacts them: they need to 
know. And once they’re comparing notes on Ant, 
upset turns to thoughts of revenge. Is Ant about 
to discover what it’s like being on the wrong end 
of a woman’s wrath?

Author: Sophie Kinsella
Format: eBook, eAudiobook, Book

The Talbots are having one last party at their 
family home. But Effie hasn’t been invited... Effie’s 
still not over her parents splitting up a year ago. 
Her dad and his new girlfriend are posting their 
PDAs all over Instagram - and no one should have 
to deal with photos of their dad with the hashtags 
#viagraworks and #sexinyoursixties. Now they’re 
selling the beloved family home and holding a 
‘house-cooling’ party. When Effie receives only a 
last-minute ‘anti-invitation’, she decides to give it 
a miss. Until she remembers her precious Russian 
dolls, safely tucked away up a chimney. She’ll have 
to go back for them - but not as a guest. She’ll 
just creep in, grab the dolls and make a swift exit. 
No one will know she was ever there. Of course, 
nothing goes to plan. Not only does Effie bump 
into her ex-boyfriend (who she’s very much not 
over), she can’t find the dolls. And as she secretly 
clambers around dusty attics, hides under tables 
and mournfully eyes up the dessert table, she 
discovers unexpected truths about her family - 
and even about herself. With time (and hiding 
places) running out, Effie starts to wonder if she’d 
be better off simply crashing the party. Perhaps 
that’s the only way to find out what’s really going 
on with her family...

The Party Crasher

Thirst
Author: Katherine Prairie
Format: eAudiobook

Deep in a Columbia River valley rocked by violence 
and tightly controlled by a U.S.-Canada military 
force, geologist Alex Graham joins the search for a 
suspected toxic spill as the victim count rises. But 
the lethal contamination is no accident.
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